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T O . 

B]ERTIE GREATHEED, Esq, 

SIR, 

1 HE difficulties which an Author, 
under my circumftances, has to con- 
tend with — bom in obfcurity, and 
never emerging beyond the lower 
ftations in life — muft have been an 
infurmountable bar to the publica- 
tion of the following Poems, had 
not the approbation and zeal of fome 
particular friends to ferve me, been 
exerted in a manner which demands 
my moft thankful acknowledgments, 
and with a fuccefs which I had little 
reafon to expeft. Nothing could 

A have 
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PEDICATION. 

have added more to the fatisfaftion 
which I have felt from their flatter- 
ing efforts, than the permiflion which 
I have obtained of prefixing your 
name to them. This honour from 
a Gentleman fo diftinguifhed for 
literary, as well as every other polite 
accomplifliment, will, I truft, enfure 
me the candour, if not the attention 
of the Public. 

I am> 
With the greateft refpefl:. 
Your moft obedient. 
And obliged 

Humble fervant, 

ELIZ. HANDS. 
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THE 



DEATH OF AMNON^ 



CANTO THE FIRST. 

X HE Royal youth I iSng, whofe filler's charms 
Infpir'd his heart with love ; a latent love 
That prey *d upon his health; he droop'd; fo droops 
A beauteous flow'r^ w^en in the ftalk fome vile 
Opprobrious infeft *bides. Ih confcious pain 
He paff'd the haplefs hours, while in his breaft 
Th' afpiring paffipn, yet by virtue fway*d> 
It's proper limits knew. I love, faid he. 
Whom do I love? my fitter — ah; my fifter; 
Can I my mifplac'd paffion gratify. 
And bring difgrace on her? No, fweeteft maid, 
I am thy brother; 'tis a brother's part 
Thy honour to protcft and not deftroy. 
When Shechem burning with untam'd defire 

B Dif- 
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Di(honoui*d Dinah> how her brethren rag'd! 
Each took his fwofH> tHe princely ravilHcr, 
And every citizen a viftim fell 
To their juft fury. I'm an Ifra'lite; 
Sta^ I^ forego this high prerogative,' ' 
And plunge myfelf and fitter into ruin? 
An aCi that ev'n an heathen would degrade. 
No; fooner Ihall my paffion unreveal*d 
Lie cank'ring in my bofom, till it taints 
My very blood, and fto^s my panting Breath. 
Better my lov'd companions pafs my grave. 
And fhed a tear to tfeihk i died fo' yoiing. 
Than Ihun me living ai a vile reproach 
To nature, royalty, and Ifrael. 
Already I pfefceive ihy jftf ehgth td fkil. 
The ruddy bibom df hfealth forfafe^s tiijf mtU; 
Perhaps death's not far off.-^O welconid gufift, 
Haften thy tardy fteps, why lin^*ft thoti. 
Or wait'ft cnt thbfe. Who wilh thee faf a^aj/ ? 
O thou, that haft the powers of fife tod dgatfe. 
Take hence my life, and dnd ray wrtttliednefs. 
A fpacious land^ I fee ciii eV*r j^ fidi * 

Bleif'd with fertility ; thfc cultured vaVes 
Yield plenteous crops; thi rifing Hilliafe rich^ 
With verdant paftui^e mahtlfedi crowned with trees j 

My 
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My &thtr'$ kisgdom ihic^^Whttiin totM? 
It fires not my timbitim^ all I iifk 
Is one fmaH (poi qF iarth to lay me db^m 
Beneath the tttrf, forgetting and forgot, 
A fmall reqiicft, and yet though finall, denied^ 
Methinks I feci my ftrcngth renewed; 'tis fo; 
Struggling wiik Ule t figh for death in vain. 
Again my paffipna tift, again rebel; 
I ftill muft live and live in milery. 
fiut I've a thought, thftt ftings me yet more deep; 
Doubtlefs fome happy rival will be crown'd 
With Tamar's love; O torturing thought^ muft I 
Behold her deck'd in bridal jrobei to blefs 
A rival; 'tis too much; — I cannot bear 
E"en to fuppoTe it, I'll from court retire; 
My gay co^aipanion^ now are irkfome growR> 
And all my pleatUres are transformed to pains. 
My filler's cheering fmile^^ that once convey'd 
Soft rapuires to my bean, aw^ fuch pangs. 
As I can fcarce endure* Again I (^\ 
My fpiritsfiAk; Oh! irelcome fading ficknefsl 
I'll cheriib thee aiid aid thee with my fighs. 
To ftill this heart, that now rebellious beats 
Againft my reafon's^ ftrongeft argument. 
Though Tamar's beauty prompts my warmeft wifh* 

Ba Her 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



til 

Her fairet yirtnes.keep me ftiU in awe,. . 

Forbidding my afpiring love to foar. 

With fwect CmpUcity fhe fmiles, fecure 

In innocence, commanding my r^fpeft. 

And this command I muft— I will obey; 

But fly her prefence, left fome haplefs fmilc 

Inflame my foul, and I in paffions pkrenfy 

Should aft againft my final refolution 

To bear my griefs untold, and fecret pine 

Till fadd'ning fprrow finks me to the grave. 

Thus, to himfelf complaining, he refolv'd. 

Nor fought a confidant to fliare his grief. 

A friend he had, the fon of Shimlah, 

Nam'd Jonadab; a man by nature fub'tle; 

Proud and ambitious ; yet would meanly ftoop 

To the moft bafe and moft ignoble afts. 

To lerve his private ends. The artlefs youth 

Oft to its plaufibilities gave ear. 

Not e*en fufpefting, that beneath the cloak 

Of formal flatfries felf-inrreft hides 

It*s ferpcnt head. Yet ftill the youth from him 

His wayward paffion laboured ta conceal. 

By forcing fmiles to veil his grief; ^or knew. 

How little they refemble thofe, that fpring 

From gentle impulfes of hearts at eafe. 

For 
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For Jonadab^ with pcactratiri^ eye; - 
Quickly difcem'd the grief, he Strove to hide. - 
What caufe, faid he, can Amnon have to mourn? 
A King's fon now, — ^a King in time may be. 
Was it in probability, that I 
Should be a King, the very contemplation 
Would fliut my foul to forrow. Oh ! the thought 
Swells my imagination. Did but Amnon 
Afpire as nmch to greatnefs, I couM plot 
Surprizing ftratagems. But he poor Prince 
Has long imbib'd fuch clofe contraded notions^ 
As bar his path to honour. Like a maid 
He talks of virtue, weeps at others woes. 
Yet talks of greatnefs too; 'tis in the foul. 
He fays, all greatnefs dwells; 'tis not the crown^ 
That makes his father great, but 'tis his virtues; 
And thofe alone he wifhes to inherit. 
Thereby to gain dominion o'erhimfelf. 
And reign unenvi'd; but perchance there now 
Sprfngs in his foUl fome change of fentiment; 
And he his principles, fo long retained. 
Loth to renounce, may want a friend to prompt^ 
And ur^e him to the attainment of his wilU 
Then who fo fit for fuch a taflc as I ? 
I'm great in his efteem, have free accefs 
' B3 To 
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To him at all times;' but^ if now Vm flack, 

perhaps I may he xivaU'd in hu |avour 

By fiDmc more;fonmd tp promote hif wi^^ ' 

rU to hi^i ftraight^ in thcfe cooley'iHngiM>UT^ 

Into his private garden he retirfs^ . , 

Sighs to the winds, a^d to^ thp moon comptain^ 

3m I imift him approach ^^h/e^m&g tavc. 

As fearfiil to difturb Jirs fol^tu^ 

And with a^^nde flow €^ (<y]^iQg;^^ 

Infinuate ^yfclf intD.^ foulpr 

Thep guide bimas Lpleafe. The love-fipk yoi^ 

Beneath the thidceft folit^ ^?jl^ . : . : J 

Was wand'ringj Joft in melanchol)^ m^od^ 

So deep in thoi^gltt, he ne'er ppjcceiv'd th' ajqproach 

Of Jona4ah,^ till ftartled by iuSj^icoicc j , . 

Then fmU;4 a^ufu|tl, a^.hisfriieiyddrew jiear^ - 

Who thus the Royal youth addflre&*d — Qhi yihf 

Doft thou, a King's fon, :pine m ,,di£conteDt?, ; 

Cs^n there b^ .ought, tbat/js: unattainable. .,;.. \ . 

To crowB thy foul with poacef Thy Cither's J^io^ 

Too fond and too. indulgent .tpJ^e£ulIeL 

A.fon*3 requefl^ he what, it vill^think^. . ,- - 

But why from pie.concealthy grids ? jam Jli. .. 

A friend, unworthyof thy conlide;^:]^^ ... ^ 

Have X e'er vbepq 4mf^iihful4ajq^ ttufl? . ;, 

Ol! 
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Upon my J^ojraJ friend's ^oredulity, ' " 

To vilij^ his fa^thfi^l Jonj^b? 

Half loft |n tl^ou^ht, tlie Prince made no reply/ 

And Jonadab ^ while fufpended ilopd; 

But, recoUeaing, took his hand and faid; ' 

Why wecp^my P^incp ? what forrow w 

I love, fays A^on ; and his hand withdrew " 

To wipe hi^ tcar^, ^d turnM from Jonadab: ' 

Then fecms r^tarping, then he onward goes 

In penfiye^f^dnqfs. Jonadab purfues, 

Refolv'd to ur^e his full confeffion, left ^ - 

Some other flibuld be made his'cohfidant. 

And he difcarded^ lofc the Prince's favouri 

Amnon >returil'd, as ready to cohfefs 

As he to hear, and thits his fpeech began. 

friend, I love — I love thee as my friend. 
Ana fuch thou art, the fliarer of my joys; 

All my deliglitis were 'doubled, fliar'd with thee. 
But now 4 ftrange dilemma has befallen mc; 

1 would not fpeak it to an eat but thine; 
I love my fitter Taihar ; tell it not. 
My reafon almdft fails to be my guide. 

This paffion/bkc^thii Wild rebellious paffion, • 
If (iheriflx^ faiSit grows as noifome weeds, ' 
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And, if fupprefs*i ftill ftrengthens in Ac ftalk. 
So let it ftrengthen, till, too ftrong for me, 
I fink beneath its weight. But Jonadab, 
Ne*er let thefecret pafs thy lips, for I . 
So much refpea and honour her I love. 

That for the richeft diadem on earth 
i would not give her pain; her heart's fo prone 
To pity, it would burft in grief for me. 
Did flie but know the half I feel for her. 
Then Jonadab, with feeming kindaffeftion. 
And tear$ of fympathy reply 'd; kind Prince, 
Diftruft me npt, thy confidence I claim; 
Thou ki^Qw*ft the feelings of my friendly heart 
Admit no reft, if Amnon is unhappy; 
Shall David's meaneft fubjeaslmile fecure 
Beneath his prudent equitable^fway. 
Their leaft complaints regarded? and his fon 
.Repine without redrefs? It muft not be. 
Amnon. reply 'd, I cannot thee diftruf^ 
And if thou know'ft a way tp eafe my heajt, , 
Difeover it my friend, foj.I defpjiir. . 
Difpel thofe ufelefst^ars, fays Jouadab: - 

Think not to drown it in thpfe hrfny floods; j - 
Love is a Clame tbof^ waters cpwjot quench; . 
> l^r is there any cure ftort of enjoyment. 

Then 
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Then thcre'^s no hope for me, the Prince reply'd. 
Till the iind earth receive me ; for can I ? 
I cantiot — Oh! I cannot injure her. 
Droop not, my gentte friend, fays Jonadabj 
This tim'rous tend^crnefs but ill bedomes 
A Royal Prince, the hope of Ifrael, 
The fon of David; think but who thbu art," 
The eldeft fon of Ifrael's rnighty King; - - 
Whofe dreaded name thro' all the nations found 
Strikes terror to his enemies, and fills 
The grateful hearts of all his friends with joy ; * 
Whofe tongues with pleafure tell his mighty deeds. 
And virgins celebrate his fame in fongs; 
While Amnori thus effeminate!/ weeps. 
Like fome fair captive maid, fnatch'd from the arms 
Of her foifd lover. O my Royal friend. 
Better ten thoufand injured virgins mourn. 
Than David's fon thus live inglorious. 
There is a fort of viand Ihe prepares, 
UnpjU'aHel'd, of which none other knows 
The juft proportion of ingredients us'd. 
A ficknefs feign'd might veil the deep defign. 
And put her in thy power; by this excufe 
That thou canft take nought elfe; nor fear but flie 
W^;kccp the fecret, to preferve her fame. 

After 
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Mfr A littj€fai;ife the ycmth rqply'd, , _^ ,, 
It fhall ,b(e foj— >ut yet I doubt?— I ^ar^r- . . 
If I— ril thiij!^ no more of cqnfequcnces, 
I am 4ptewiii'd'r--yes, it ft all be fo.^ , , _ 
To-morxpw, bg it 4on?^ ffjd Jonadab. / 
Ampon reply-'^HtOrffiQrjrpw j^. the day* 
So p^d%y t^jit.i>jgh^^ j%nd Jpiwd^b, 

In confciou^ fjidpjof Mf^JfeS^^ 

Tivus Jtp him&lf his Royal friejid d^ri^cs. 

Poor thing, rhow caftly h^'s. wrought upon? 

In tia^e the kingjiom v^l 1}?, h^s, ancj I, 

InJ^>\{h^ll rei^j though ie .the title bear?, . 

That time mi^t \>c anticipated, ^but 

Amnon wants coujjg^ for j^ bold a ftroke. , 

B^e'^^iffi^bi^ioHS^ npr Has refolution 

To feizc ^, teppting-crov^, within h^s reach ; . ^ 

But fhouW it^ntly fa^L^pqn his ,hea^^ 

Perhaps he!ll wear it^ if fome bolder hand 

Don't fnatch.it off. But rthis Apiour may proyp, 

A clew „tp ^uide ^tp^greater ^n^erpriz^s. , ^ 

When thefe pr^ciXerOnes pjice extend bey^ond ,^ 

Thehpunds xheir narrow minds h;ave tircymfijrib'a. 

From ftep to ftep injenfibly they go, 

Tfll fp . familiariz'4 by. cufton;j, tl^ejr . ^ '*"^ 

With calmnefswill ^trahfa^l the Very thiiWs. 
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Which but to mention, ere they launch'd fo far, 
TTicy'd fcudijer at. Bft I>#iuft iirpt th' event. 
So faying, he retir'd to take repofe, ^^ 

Xhc <:««mH>n 'bleffing gBJiisi«ufl]r liiftic'd / '^ . ' , 
Thrpt^ N^twre, )» :Qefn3ib ^r weajmd iiaii4f > 
That vrith 4iew %rmS^ «ttd l^wr.iih^ «)C^>h# 



CAN- 
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CAN TO II. 

i? RO M Amriori's wafted cities, with the crown 
Of liaiftin, their proud contumacious King, 
Whoji in^cnce had caused his overthrow. 
The conquefii^^ Kiftgiiqf Ifra^l retum'4 ^ • - 
In glorious triumph to Jerufalem; 
There from exhaufting toils of bloody war 
In fafety to repofe his wearied foul. 
And tafte the fweets of calm domeftic blifs. 
But ere the tumults of triumphal joy 
Subfided, and the facred rites performed 
Of general praifes with the harp and fong. 
The King's long-wilh'd tranquility's difturb'd 
By the fad news, that Amnon, his dear fon, 
A captive now to dang'rous ficknefs lies. 
While life and death difpute their doubtful right. 
The pious King laid down his harp, the fong 
Unfinilh'd, and with anxious hafte repaired 
To Amnon, whofe diffimulation pafs'd 
Quite unfufpeaed. How could he fufpeft 
A fraud of fuch fort in a virtuous fon? 
Full oft a partial parent overlooks 
An obvious fault, or by afFeaion blind 

Dif- 
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Difcem* it not; but here no caufe .appeared 7 
T* awake fQfpicion» for his languid eyes 
And palid cheeks gave fignals of difeafe. 
While thus the fon in feeble tone complained. 
The tender father ftooping low to hear, — 
I*in very fick, and whatfoever food 
My fervants here prepare, gives me difguft. 
My fitter Tamar, with fuperior (kill. 
Prepares a cake delicious to my tafte; 
This I could eat methinks from her kind hand. 
Was flie permitted to attend me here. 
The King with fond folicitude retir'd. 
And fpeedily difpatch'd a meffenger 
To Tamar, faying, 'twas his royal will. 
That fhe fhould go direft to Amnon's houfe. 
And there adminifter, with friendly aid. 
Whatever his fickly appetite demands. 
The hour had pafs'd, at which the royal maid 
Came from her clofet, fplendidly attir*d; 
Her hair with precious fparkling gems befet. 
Faint mimicks of her more illuftrious eyes. 
About her neck a fhining golden chain. 
And o'er her loofely thrown, in carelefs folds, 
A various coloured robe, which, as (he mov'd, , 
Trail'd on the ground, or fluttered in the wind. 

Thus 
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In fplendM rsiit««rt ffirnitf; bdt mm C9 Mght 
In beauty; is Ae dat^^ttf bf'Maicfali* 
Soort a^ the fArir Iticd dfarik tfce itiofnhig de^i 
Into her giatrdcrt vralk'd th? Ibv'ely feiiT j 
Not like a proftrd ihfjJerious haughty QittMW, 
With toffiitg head ^M fcotnftil eyes, that gfar'd 
Malignant, ftatterbg difcontettt arouttd. 
And vain in fended greatneft. Gteatef ffit 
In ihbffeitfive ntodefty, and bright 
In virtue, a$ the tays that gild the iftSth, 
Warming the &x:iw*ts to ripeiiefs, and eXhaKiig 
Their various fwcct$ to fiH the garden air. 
Pleased with the gtateful fifrtell, (he fk^s aBout 
Froftt floWr to do^*r, and <id^ii6ik&y feleffc 
The fweeteft m i ir/ttiah, 16 Attk iA^t br€a(^ 
Which never yet inRtm'd by viciotiiS' l^ioii^j 
Or by urireafoAable rebuked deprefo^4. 
Had fell a fei^ret |^smg, or tear^-d td fi^. 
!But oht l^ismhkppy fot the ittortal rate. 
That frdiiv their eyes Ae fixture is obfcur'di 
Did we but kndw the lecret ills that wait 
In datkne^ to ftii^i^ i^, what would be 
O0r IHe, btft idhe M feafte cS nAftryf 
Alt fpti&it {>Iesfttres ^<}Qid be bi»et iliide 

By 
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By aggravating thotigM^ 6( ilfif t<^ <f6IMe; 
But Hliiid to future mhg^ m pftfmmCs, 
Wheh J>6ice ihd jflehty finile atifpioioufly,^ 
The heart ^h fenfe cf ft(y^Utiiic ittipt^t^ 
O'erflows with gt-atitiid*, ahd de>iifci6U5 jbp 
Such joy ftoW fill'd thi royal- feir onei breafl, * 
Intent 6n th6 (bnhatiori 6f her wreath; - 
Wh6n lo! her handmaid came -to her in bdfte^ 
With tidifigs, that a meffiige had arrived * 
Straight frote the King, declaring his defire. 
That fhe to Amnon*s houfe immediately' 
Would go, and drefs him cakes, lor he is f?cfc. - 
The Kind's febinmand Ihe inftantly obey*d^ 
Down iiibpi the unfinilh'd Vf eath; ft e Ikimiii^d alo6g 
O'er the pa^te^Ws, nor ftay'd to find the j^ft. 
Her fweepin]g gartMMs gently bruft'd <h* ftowVi; 
The ripeft (h«dding, ftr^w'd the way fhe went 
With vaf iegated fragment^. So the breeze 
Whilks o*er tli* fbteft^ and fome ihatt'ring teavgs 
Fall gently ruftKng thro* the (hrubs berMaA. 
Then, gstth'rkg up her robe, fee ohWard (|)t«ttg, 
And fifterly afFe^on urgU her kifte. 
Anmon in bi^ftft eitpe^tion lyes * 
Counting the Ili^W'^pac^d momedttf as tb@y paTs^d; 
Now thinks hi* febeflie*sdifeover'd**.he*SbetrayM-- 

Or 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



C. t6 3 

Or fome curs'd intervening acqdent 
Delays^ perhaps prevents her coming. Thus 
Doubts^ fears^ and wild impatience in his breaft — 
Tumukuoufly contended^ till Ihe came, 
Witltall the feelings of a tender fitter;. 
But not a thought of vile licentious love 
Profan'd her breaft; to fee him thus fhe wept. 
But turning, wip*d her tears, fupprefs'd her grief. 
And with officious hafte the cakes prepared. 
Wifdom has pow'r, like the meridian fim. 
To hide all other brightnefs in its glare; 
But virgin modefty, with winning fmiles. 
Shines a perpetual morning. So (he fhone 
Serenely mild, nor knew her pow'r to pleafe. 
But oh ! the graceful dignity of virtue 
Unthinking captivates the worthy foul. 
The feebly good with emulation fires. 
And itrikes the very libertines with awe. 
So Amnon, aw'd to fee her lovely form. 
Became irrefolute; and recantation 
Stagger'd his purpofe. — Firft he paus'd; then thus 
Expoftulating with himfelf he lay; 
Oh! how can I defpoil this lovely maid. 
This faireft of. the fair? I cannot — ^no — 
1*11 let her go untouchM. But then muft I 
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Still pine in knguifhment/ as heretofore* 
And Jonadab will at my weaknefs laugh. 
At laft fome wine he fnatch*d, and eager drank 
To drown his fcruples, and to fire his foul. 
Such aid the moft abandoned oft require. 
When unfufpefting innocence at once 
Tempts and forbids, more powerfully forbids. 
Than the perfuafive eloquence of fpeech. 
But the defence, which innocence can boafl 
With tears and mild intreaties, is but weak. 
When love and wine unite their frantick pow'rs. 
And leaving virtue fainting in the rear, 
Rufh on impetuous. — Haplefs Tamar thus 
To lawlefs outrage falls th* unwilling prey- 
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CANTO IIL 

JMLEAV^N gave toinan fuperior ftrength, Aat He 

The weaker fex might fiiccour and defend; 

But he that dares pervert this giv'n bleffing. 

To ruin and deftroy their innocence. 

Shall feel purfuing vengeance, nor efcape 

Her rod uplifted, nor avert the ftroke. 

Conviftion's fword fhall pierce him, and remorfe 

With all the tortures of the mind affail. 

Till he a viflim falls to grim defpair; 

Except repentance timely to his aid 

Come with her tears, to footh, to mitigate; 

While her attendant hope extends a ray. 

To point where mercy fpreads her healing wings. 

Nor e'en with this is vengeance fatisfied. 

She'll ftill purfue with fome external ills, 

Exhaufted health and fpirits;--^rooping— drear. 

An outcaft of fociety he roams. 

Alike difcarded by his friends and foes; 

Perhaps aflaflination proves his end. 

The haplefs Amnon from his couch arofe, 
Infiam'd with hatred more than once with love. 
Frantick with keen remorfe and confcious guilt. 

He 
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He rav'd — ^he ftamp*d--when to him Jonadab 

Came to qpngr^tulate him ; but the Prince 

Shot from his eyes ^ keen malignant glance. 

That fpoke difpleafure, and with threatening hand' 

Upheld, thus in an angry tone began: 

Hence from my fight, thou bafeft, word of fiends. 

Nor ever dare approach my prefence more. 

Struck with this ftrange reception, Jonadab 

Step*d back, and bowing with refpe6lful awe. 

Said, — O my Prince, why am I thus difcarded? 

I ftill remain thy well affefted friend, 

Ready to— —prompt me, (interrupts the Prince) 

To do foipe greater crime than 1 have done» 

Curfe on thy inftigations; to my hearty 

To my unexperienced heart thou drilld*ft a way 

T* infufe licentioufnefs; and thou a friend? 

Ere thou prefum'ft to take that facred name. 

Abandon thy bafe principles, and learn 

•Tis virtue only conftitutes a friends 

He paus'd— th* aftonifli^d Jonadab approach'd 

Nearer to Amnon; beg'd him to refume 

His wonted calmnefs, bti^.to hear him fpeak. 

1*11 hear no more of thee, reply *d the Prince; 

I'm loft, I'm irrecoverably loft: 

What were the pains I felt to thofe 1 feel? 

Cs An 
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An hell within me burns, and deep remorfe. 
That never dying worm, now gnaws my foul; 
And thou, my inftigator. Villain, flee. 
Left this my crime I complicate with murder. 
Then Jonadab withdrew chagrin'd, and full 
'Of ran'crous malice ; mutt'ring as he went. 
Shall murder crown thy crime young man — it fhall; 
But thou the murder'd, — not the murderer. 
1*11 hence to Abfalom, the brother kind 
Of this fair injur'd maid; he doubtlefs will 
Avenge her wrongs, and Ihew himfelf a brother. 
He has a noble, calm, undaunted fpirit; 
Deliberately refolute, and fit 
For fuch an enterprize; and Jonadab 
Shall not be flack to aggravate the crime. 
And urge him on, or aid him, if requir'd. 
But I muft veil my real fentiments 
With counterfeited forrow, and obferVe 
Each fecret movement of his varying foul. 
And fympathife with him. Young Abfalom 
Returning from the fields, where he had been 
To view his teeming flocks^ jocund and gay. 
In all the fprightlinefs of youth and beauty. 
Upon his flow-pac'd mule rode gently on 
In carelefs attitude, and fmil'd to fee 

All 
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All nature finile around; when Jonadab, 
With folitary • gait, approach'd, then turned: 
Afide, as if to Ihun the Royal youth; 
Which Abfalom perceiving, ftc^p^d his mule. 
And leaning on his neck, with courteous air 
Thus Jonadab in gentleft tone addrefs'd: 
What mean thofefolemn looks, that down-caft eye? 
Now peace ^d plenty blefs our happy land: 
Joy fhould methinks extend its cheering ray 
To ev'ry individual; but thou 
Look'ft half dejefted, wandering in the fields 
At this late hour; the day is in decline^ 
The Ihepherds to their folds have led their flocks^ 
Arid to their peaceful homes are haft*ning. Come^ 
Return with me, my friend, nor farther go; 
If ought diftrefs thee, hide it not from me, 
I have an heart to feel for the diftrefs'd; 
An hand too ever ready to revenge 
The wrongs imposed by yiojence and injuftice 
Smile and be happy, faid the Royal youth; 
And rifing from his leaning pofturej^ look'd 
$o gracefully endearing and fo kind. 
That Jonadab thus ventured to begin:—' 
'Tis not fox me to fifnilcj, moft noble Fringe^ 
White. iflConfoUWe and unredrefs*d^ 

.:x ' ca ^ Die. 
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Dilhonour*d Tamar weeps in bittef w6c. 
Dilhonoui^d, and by whom? fays Abfaloto, 
Name but the villain, vengeance on hii head 
Shall inftant fall; this hand Ihall ftrike the blow. 
Earth, fcanft thoii bear the wretch's feet to touch 
Thy furfade, and not groan? Whoe'er he be. 
The mifcreant Ihall Aot fee to-morrow* fun. 
Too hafty, Prince, fays Jonadab; be calm; 
Recall the fatal fentence; tls too much 
To raife thine hand againft a brother's life. 

Thine eldef btother ^firothet, faid the ^rlhce, 

And is it pofl&ble my brbther thus 
SoUld be depfaV'd? my brother Amnontoo? 
'O virtue, where doft thbu rfefide, if ilot 
In Amhon? but if he's thus loft to fhame. 
It cancels all the duty that I owe him; 
Henceforth Ihall intercourfe between us teafe. 
Till I have form'd a fcheme to be reveng'd; 
Amnon Ihall die, ah4 die by Abfalom, 
Go Jonadab, go home, and fec^ct keep 
This purpbfe of ttiy foul;-^l*ll be thy flfifend. 
Said Abfaloiti. — ^Thferi, bnwfeird a^ he paft*d, 
Thus Jonadlb fcortgratuiates hittifelft 

Oh! happy I, no fot)ner haVi 1 loft 
The favour of dnt ?rittCe, but 1 hMt g»lh^ 

Ano^ 
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Another; Abfalom is more aipiring; 

" Not cool and paffive, like the filly Amoon, 
But pants to rule; he ha$ a kingly fpiriu 
Once in his garden^ ai I lay concealed, 
I heard him in foliloquy, " Oh ! to reign— 
*' To Afield a fceptre and eftabliib law$; 
" Oh ! did the people feek to me for judgment^ 
** And Princes wait for my decifive voice, 
" Ere they the caufe determined; could I hear 
" The loud applauding multitude exclaim^ 
" Long live King Abfalom." — He's fit to rule. 
When Amnon is difpatch'd, perhaps he may 
Affume the kingdom— Be it fo, and I 
Will be his ready agent, if he pleafe. 
To aid his plots, or form them. Oh ! how fweet 
The counfel that is framed to pleafe our wills. 
How readily adopted; how defpis'd 
That w.hich is adverfe, be it e'er fo good. 
But dear, dear felf ftands firfl: in the account 
Of friends, and that's the friend I'll ever fervc: 
Whether to Amnon or to Abfalonv 
I pay external homage. If tq me 
This Abfalom proves too imperious, 

^'11 aid the King, and keep my felf fecure. 
Ay— that's the ceaare to which I mxift point 
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Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



C 24 ] 

AH fchemes and plots; then ikniling as he went^ 
With eager pace he haften^d to his home. 

Grief and revenge now labou4r*d in the breaft 
Of Abfalom; but artfully he hides 
The ftruggling paffions; a compofure fdgn-dj, 
Sits on his countenance with placid eafej 
And he in feeming gaiety rode home. 
His fervants there in readinefs attend. 
Each anxious to receive the firft command i 
Nor fear unjuft reproofs, nor angry frowns, 
Th* unwelcome greetings of imperious Lords. 
Too oft do matters, void of judgment, check. 
By froward^peeviflinefs and difcpntent. 
The many little afliduities. 
Which otherwife a fervant*s zeal would mark^ 
Nor make diftinflion between good and bad; 
But Abfalom, with niceft judgment, fcans 
Their merits and defeftsj be in reproof 
Is flowly cautious, and exaftly juft; 
No clamorous oaths re-eccho thro' his hall. 
Nor mutt'ring fervants whifper imprecations; 
Tho' affable and courteous, yet he nte*er 
To low familiarity defcends; 
But with great dignity is nobly kind, 
I^eigna in their hearts, and by enlivening fmiles 
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Encourag'd, they fpontaneoufly attend. 
And love completes their fervitude with joy. 
So now, as always at their lord's approach, 
A fecret tranfport thrill'd thro* ev'ry heart. 
The gate one open'd, one received the mule, 
Whilft he difmounting with a fprightly bound, 
Tripp'd lightly o'er the pavement; and thofe eye$ 
Which ever fpread ferenity around. 
Sparkled with feeming pleafure till he came, 
Ent'ring his manfion, to where Tamar fat 
In the moft ftriking attitude of woej 
Her head, beftrew'd with afhes and reclin'd. 
One trembling hand fupportedj th' other hid 
Among the fragments of her robe, which fhe 
In the firft agonies of her grief had torn. 
He ftopp*d, turn'd pale; then in his changing face 
Refentment flulh'd, and forrow fwell'd his heart^ 
Which lab' ring to fupprefs he trembling flood; 
But like a torrent, which breaks down a bank 
New rais'd to flop its courfe, fo burft his grief 
Thro' all hi^ feigri'd compofure. In his arms 
He clafp^d the grieving fair, and mutual tears 
Procl^im'd the anguifli of their burden'd hearts. 
But tho' \ih fprrow thus had burft its bounds, 
l^eyenge in aipbu|h lurk'd^ while thu$ the Prince 

With 
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With foothing words his fifter thus addrefs'd, — ► 

I know the fad occafion of thy woc; 

But he's thy brother; filent bear thy wrongs. 

Nor by immod'rate grief enhance the ill 

Which cannot be redrefs*d. Np blame is thine ; 

My fitter ftill in heart is undefil'd. 

Tamar attempts reply ; but from their fprings 

In fwifter currents flow'd the briny pearls; 

At length the pow*r of fpeech returned, the fair 

Heav'd a deep figh, and thus her moan began^ — 

O injury unparallel'd ! O deed 

More cruel than the murderers deadly blow! 

He takes our life, *twas lent but for a time; 

Perhaps fome years — ^perhaps a day — ^an hour: 

But he that robs a woman of her honour, 

Robs her of more than life; — a brother too 

Still aggravates the guilt, — O purity. 

Thou firft of female charms, to thee we owe 

Our dignity; which, if in meeknefs clad. 

Gives us infuperable pow*r; but, if 

Of this depriv'd, our moft prefumpt'ous claimi , 

Is cool compaffion. O dejefted ftate! 

That humble homage we receive from men. 

In fuch proportion as our virtue fails,- 

Diminiflies. Th* ineftimable gem. 

More 
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More previous thati fitte gold Or rubier,— for 
Outvies the dtefcling rnys of b^aut^dus forms, 
Whith like gfty tneteors but excite our gaze. 
Then fade awsiy. But this pre-eminence 
No more I boaft; now ftaflip'd with infamy. 
That due refpeft, that def rcnce ever paid 
To my exalted ftate fliall hence be chang'd 
To fcorn: tho* by the dignity of birth 
Protefted frotn low infult, can I *fcape 
The meaning leer, the vain contemptuous finile. 
Or the more humbling pity of the proud? 
Such moving ftrains in Abfalom called forth 
All the fond raptures of fraternal love; 
Who thus confol'd her grief, — thou ne'er fhall be 
Abandoned to the fcorn of taunting dames. 
Who triumph in the dovnfal of the fair. 
My home be ever thine ; in me behold 
Thy' guardian, brother, friend, companion kind, 
'T fliall be my earlieft and my lateft care. 
With chearful converfe to enliv'n thy hours; 
All thou canft wifti, which I have pow'r to grant^ 
Expeft from me. His fitter gave her hand, 
An earneft of conformity— lie prefs*d 
The giv'n pledge; her grateful heart reply'd,— * 
O brother, always kind, now doubly fo, 

Ta 
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To ope thy friendly arms in this diftrefs. 
And take-me to prote£Uon : I accept 
Thy ofFer'd boon. Farewell, ye courtly fcenes 5 
No more fhaU Tamar fhine in your reforts; 
But her^ recUif? and tranquil ever 'bidej 
Regaling in that never-oloying feaft," 
Th' internal calm of an untainted mind. 
This none can rfivijh from.nje; this, is life. 
That God.whichrais'd my. father to the thronCji 
And ftill prptefts him witjb.- his powerful arm> 
Shall be my all in all.. To him I'll pray / 
Inceffant, and the great Jehovah's name 
Shall fire my theme, and fiU my heav'nly fong. 
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C A N T O IV. 

JN O W folemn evening drew her filent veil 

O'er fmiling nature, and the pious King. 

In fupplication fpent the facred hour 

With fpecial fervour, making interceffion < 

To the great fole difpenfer of all good 

To blefs his fon, and foon reftore his health. 

He fcarce had ended prayer, when tidings came 

That Jonadab beg'd audience. — The King 

Eager to learn, thus inftantly reply'd. 

Go fend him hither; welcome to my foul 

Is Jonadab, my Amnon's focial friend; 

He doubilcfs comes to bring me ^ews of him. 

He enters. — Thus the King, — O Jonadab, 

How does thy friend, my fon, my Amnon now? 

Amnon is well, O King, fays Jonadab. 

Is well! returned the aftonifh'd King, is well! 

^Tis but few hours fince I myfelf him faw. 

And faw him fick, — and fay'ft thou now he*s well; 

Thou know'ft it not, which much I wonder at, 

Becaufe I know he loves thee; go now to him^ 

Go a£l a friendly part, go comfort him, 

I tell thee he is fick. — Says Jonadab, 

I can 
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I can inform thee of the whole device 

Of his pretended ficknefs. Then the King,-^- 

Say*ft thou pretended ficknefs? If there is 

Diffimulation in my fon» dieclare it} 

I'll hear thee;-^but take heed thou flander not. 

Nor cenfure him unjuftly, on thy life. 

Amnon ha$ not been fick, fays Jonad^b; 

'Twas but a feint to lure his filler there 

To his embraces^ and he has fucceeded- 

What do I hear? reply 'd the King- my fon 

DefiPd my daughter! Rifing as he fpoke. 

With indignation flaihing from his eyes: 

Forth from his houfe he rufh'd with hafty ftep« 

To Amnon, who was unprepared to fee 

This unexpefted vifitant j The youth 

Already felf-conviftcd, now abafh'd. 

Ne'er ventur'd once to raife his down-caft eyes^ 

But fpeechlefs and confounded flood to hear 

His fiiarj^ rebuke; when thus the King began: — 

O fon, thou fliameful troubkr of my houfe; 

What haft thou done? Where are thy princely virtues 

Inculcated folong? Now blafted all. 

My elder-bom, my 4irft, my greateft joy. 

Thus to debafe thyfelf, thou that fhould'ft be 

The firft in virtue, as the firft in birth. 

How 
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How can a Prince> himfelf debased with crimesj 

Afpire to judge and punifli wicked men? 

In which of all my fons can I confide. 

Now Amnon fails, whom I have faultlefs deem*d? 

Thou bitter herb, — thou blemifh of my honour; 

How can I brook this foul difgrace? Muft I 

For ever bear confufion in my face. 

And blufh for thee, thou worfe than enemy ? 

Amnon, no longer able to fupport 

Such juft reproof, in filence turn'd away, ^ 

And burfting into tears withdrew. — The King 

Returned with anger burning in his breaft. 

Mingled with forrow for his daughter's wrongs ; 

My daughter! Oh! my daughter! heexclaim'd, 

I would avenge thy wrongs ; but oh! if I 

Avenge my daughter, I deftroy my fom 

Then, all a father's tendernefs prevail'd. 

He wept,— hij wrath fubfided and he paus'd. 

His Qwn paft failings rifing in his mind; 

His guilty love for B^lheba — ^he figh'd 

Her murdered hufband; fhuddVing at the thought. 

He faw no way to footh the prefent ills 

But fuflFVing and forbearance- — Then the King, 

As if the ftroke came from the hand of Heav'n, 

Fell proftrate to the earth, fubmitting thus: 

Right- 
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Righteous art thou,0 Lord,and all thy j udgmcnts j uft^ 

Amnon mean while, with piercing grief opprefs*d. 

Doubled by th' fore difpleafure of the King, 

Sat down and wept,while tears fupply *d their ftreams* 

Then riling, walked about with reftlefs fteps. 

And thus in bitter agonies complain'd: 

What am I now, and where? Of late I pin'd 

In hopelefs love, yet then I had fome ftay. 

An heart-felt innocence, that could fupport 

-4nd cheer the drooping fpirits. But alas! 

Virtue has left m? now, and I'm expos'd; 

ExposM to what? to what, alas! I know notj 

'Tis Hell itfelf burfts in upon my foul. 

And pours forth all its torments.-Terrors I Death ! 

O irrecoverable innocence! 

Where art thou gone ? for ever banifh'd hence. 

Arife ye thickeft mifts, ye darkeft clouds 

O'er-caft thofe twinkling ftars. O fable night. 

Wrap me in deepeft fhades, nor let a beam 

Of penetrating light expofc me more 5 

Darknefs is fitted to the guilty mind 

That fhrinks and ftarts at ev*ry glimmering ray^ 

But oh ! it is not in the pow'r of darknefs 

To hide the hated felf from felf ; within 

A facred light perpetually fhines. 

Ex- 
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Expofing ev*iy failure to the fenfe. 

That vamly ftraggles to compofe the inind^ j ^ 

And Kufh her fad inquietudes to peace. 

But peace^ the gueft of innocence alone^ 

Takes an eternalleave when guilt intrudes. 

And now has took eternal leave of me. 

Ah! wretched me! Oh! curfe on vicious friends! 

Ha4 Jonadab advis'd me virtuoufly, 

l*d ftill been innocent, and Tamar pure; 

My father ftill had fmil*d on me with joy. 

Nor had I trembled at his chiding frowns; 

Abfalom would have called me brother ftill. 

But now he'll own me not. — This flight is juft. 

And this the leaft part of my punifliment ; 

For inward guilt has yet feverer pangs. 

So wander'd he, complaining half the night. 

Then fought for reft in fleep, but fought in vain; 

Terrific dreams invade his wifh'd repofe i 

He fleeps, ftarts, wakes;-then (leeps and ftarts agaxn^ 

And rifes foon, but not to meet the morn 

With joy as heretofore; but to bewail 

The lofs of that fweet calm that ever dwells 

Within the guiltlefs bjeaft; and in the world 

Dwells no one njiore entitled to the blifs 

That waits on virtue, than was Amnon once : . 

D He 
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He therefore ftiore fcvereWfeels the lo& 

For having tafted in^ its^JftrM: dejgftte 

lU fov'reign Midedners.---i)C^iio% tlien fortalce 

The pcacferulpath' of virtue to piirfue 

AllurJrig vice tBrough folly^s labynritli, 

Grafping at fliaiiows orTelicity) 

*TiU overtaken by her evil train 

Of Ihame, renioffe, confufion/and detpair? * 

Such evils now the naplefs Amnpn haunt. 

While in' th' avenging liarid " of Abfalom 

Death lurking lies.— Th* ambitious PHnce^irelolv^d 

At once f' avenge Ills filler, arid remove 

An obftacle betwixt him and the crown, 

With unremitting vigilance attends 

The filent fhades and unfirequented paths 

Where Amnon ufed to walk, and meditate. 

Hoping to ineet defencelefs arid alone 

The detlin*d youth, and deal away his fife. 

But Amnon now as cautioufly avoids 

His dreaded prelence; not with dread of death; 

Such fear ne'er filPd'his unfufpicious breaft; 

But corifcious guilt, that dauriter of the foul. 

That few can brave, deter'd the tiinid yoiith. 

Two years wiiliin the bfeaft of Abfaloin 

Revenge in ambulh lurk'd, while in his face 

The 
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The mildeft gentlenefs and fweetnefs playM: 
Thus fecret bums the fbbterraneous fire» 
While on earth's teeming furface gaily fmiles 
The :verttant •*eA*ge'ftrew^divith varieus il<wers^ 
Till, burftfng*em*benc«iih,>thefulph'r()us femes . 
Overturn die-mouhtsdns, • atnd f he crumbling mould 
Buries tht ' blooming 4)eaUiies that it bore: 
So he unable longer to contain 
The hidden rancour 'buming in his bredft 
DeterminVl by feme bold and defp'^ate ilrokc 
T' effeft his purpofe ; ^and *^ith Jonadslb 
Confuked, ^ho thusTcadMyadvis'd?— 
' Aflume the friend^— entice him to thine houfe; 
The credulous yoalk wifl ne'er iufpeft a fraud. 
Now is the time, now comes the yearly feiJl 
When Ih6pfaelids41eeouetbeirflo<ik8?makehknlhygueit 
With all thy brbther s : when with* mirth and wine 
HlslieartVekte, how* eafy will itbc 
To give theiBnal^Wow. With lowring btow 
i Revengifea AWalom the Tafli advice 

I Adopted, arid ^ a iTiillen gloom o'erc^ 

J Hislivdy-^eatutes. 'Stem ats^ that ^rhn Lord 

That through^the^fdreft takes his fearfefs way^ 
With high deportment AbfiJom retir'dJ 

D 2 CAN. 
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^ .:.C^AM./J^ Q v. 

,jtv£TURNING fiixnm^rnqw fiame fmiling on, 
;E3^citing cv'ry pcjaceful bjitaft to mirth; 
;But Amnoh meets yritb: tears the fatal feafon: . 
This fa^ rtemerobra^cer of "his paft crime 
Awoke his grief, and from his couch he rofe 
Ere yet th* approaohif^g day began to,dawn^ 
While the full moon rgigft'd miftrefs: of .the night. 
Sleep on, ye fons 0f:innpcence andeafe^ 
(The reftlefs Atonon with a figh exclairn^d. 
As from his window high he caft a took ; 
Over the filent ftreets^ for not a voice 
Difturb^d the fokmn hour) fleep oj^^cpp on : 
,3o was I wont -to fleep away the night,,, 
Rife with the morn, and, in the day rqpice : 
But now in morn or night, or fleep or 'ws^ke, 
I feel no joy. Gh that I cpuld forg^t^ .^ 
I once was happy! Gh that this onj5,fie|),- ^^ 
One erring ftep, ftiouiji kill my peace ibre\^erk.. 
G moon,, I blufli bpneath thy iilyer %bcau[r>a; . 
Py e oft beheld, thee with exulting heart, 
But now I flirink at ev*ry thing that's pure^: ; 
A modeft virgin, innocent and fair. 

Strikes^ 
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Strikes terror to my foul: tome Ihc^ feems 
Exalted high above my fallen ftate ^ ^ 
If fuch an one I venture to approach, 
I inftantly recoil, atnd juftly pay . i 

A' fecret adoration to the breaft 
Of innocence; for Oh! what parity 
Can there fubfift *twixt innocence and guilt? 
The world's reproaches and cenforious fneers 
Harrow the heart and aggravate the fenfc : 
But yet that aggravation poiz'd againft 
The pangs of guilt, is of but little weight : 
The world offended may again be won. 
Or all its vain reproaches fet at nought. 
When the heart, firmly fteel*d with innocence. 
Shrinks not, but rifes with true noblencfs, 
Superior to the groviing fons of vice. 
And fmiles at pow'rlefs envy. — ^But alas! 
To me returns, whether of day or night. 
Aid {harp refle&ion and new point its fpears. 
Now waking birds in chearful conceift join4 
Their ev'ry note proclaims them innocent. 
The fun arifes and the world awakes; 
The Prince retires with melancholy fteps 
Into his garden, where reclufe and ftill 
Qeneath the arching boughs of (faady trecs> 

Da With 
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WitkhMd(Wdia'4awlam)&k>ck'droiwihj6bi;e^ 

He figVdthehc<vylU>lir-piK:'dh6Hr3iaviayi 

'Till interrupted by a mffle^ger^ 

Who^ with due ddercm^s appioaclm^ ne^r^ 

Thus fpake: O Prinfifti I co»e fifowt Abfakwi^ 

His fheep he fliears u>*motroif, and intreats 

Thee, with thy Royal brodicrs,, to partake 

The feftft, aad fpe^d with b» dK& dft^ in murth. 

Surprize and plenf^fc jnifli'd Mo hk }kt$ff^ 

At fuch an unexpe^ed inviiaytii^^ 

Which he accepted, nor did h|3fitq|e 

One momept la i?ef(dTef for AxxMrn ftiU 

Was unfufpicious ai an iiAait dnid, 

That fcarlefs trufts itfclf to cv'Ty aorm 

That opeas to receive it* ' With quick ftqp 

He pace3 to and frof bi$ hofton glows. 

And thu^. piticipate^ th* expefted Utf& 

O joyful day wben I again ihdl mttt 

My dea£ ofFeMfed br«iihear, wfamn & long 

ii've cautaouffy avoided^ bb gbocL wiUi 

Greatly exceeds my moit advott^rous faepe: 

Forgetful of my feults^ be kindly mom 

Inyites me: lo bio bpuft^ wadioBi icproapii 

Or intipiatipn pf my bde mifijeeds. 

Yes, my gpiA bfOthcr^ | wjl he 1I7 goefimi 

My 
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My grateful^ h^?^ ^'^J^f^^yi^ ^ ^Py covXd %ll 
Down at thy feet^ and from thy hand receive. 
The death, L do deferve. Thijs Amnon ftilK 
In humble drain ai^di true repentant heart, 
Pour'd forth his fqul in fuch fpliloquics 
All djiy and ni^ht, till in the morning fair^ 
TI\e foremoft of the prince^Iy cavalcadej, 
He gladly hafted to the fatal feaft.. 
Now Abfalom with fccret pleafure fees 
The long wiflj'd day arrive^ and in the morn 
Afliduoufly in comely drefs arrayed 
His lovely perlbn, lovely in extreme: 
Not in all Ifrael's num*rous tribes waribund 
His peer in beauty; for from head to fopf 
No blemifli, no deformity W2^ Ce^i^, 
But well proportion^ limbs, and fcatuxtt fa|r^ 
With cv*ry natural, cv*ry borrc^'d grace. 
That gives to be»,uty power. Th^ coqfciou^ PrinQe 
Omitted no c^^tiqma^ ornament 
That might, if poflfbl??, fijch ^ifts^ improve : 
But looking V, bis fi^o^eCi \^d% he faid, — 
Mull theft b€L 4y'd in bloo4? a broth<?r's blood? 
No, I have. ferva^Sj^ thp^ {ball ^ivc the blow. 
Then to ^J^q ^<j tbrou^U ^ ftalkM, 

D4 Rc- 
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Revolving in his mind the confequence 

Of opening his defign. He paus'd, he thought 

His fervants might refufc— or worfe, betray. 

At length he fays, — I*m wrong to cenfure them ; 

Great proofs Vv^ had of their fidelity ; 

ni tnift them now. Then called he thofe he lov *d : 

They came. He fays. You have done all things wf^U 

According to my order for this feaft. 

But op your cares I can fo well depend. 

That whatfbever is given to your charge 

I think no more of, for I've always found 

You true and faithful; therefore I make choice 

Of you for my accomplices this day; 

'Tis not intended for a day of mirth. 

As it appears, and mull as yet appear 

Tilfl've fulfilPd the purpofe of my foul. 

Our guefts muft fumptuoufly be entertain'd; 

But when they have partdok the rich repaft, 

r 

And wine exhilerates and mirth prevails. 
Be you prepared, and when I give the word. 
Pierce Amnon to the heart, for he muft die^ 
His fervants tremble at the dire command* 
Why trenable ye? faiid Abfalom, fear not, 
*Tis I coniinand you— all the dee4 i« pftiwi 

Ye 
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Ye are but inftrumerit^ within riiy grafp. 
And oFhis blood sire fpotkfs: if there's giiilt 
In taking vengeance for tlie atrocious crime. 
Let all thit guilt be mine: fiiice juftice fleeps 
In his fond father's hand, 'tis right that I 
Aflume the pow'r, and on his impious head 
Hurl vengeance. But obferve,.it next ^behoves 
Us to evade the ftorm that will enfue; 
In Gelhur we fliall find a fafe retreat: 
My fleeted horfes for the flight prepare: 
Soon 98 the wound is given, we'll mount and flee; 
Swift as the fwceping wipds we'll o'er the hills. 
And leave the King to bury him, and mourn. 
His fervants, more by love than duty bound, 
All bow'd obedient to his fov'reign will. 
Now came the Royal guefts, and Amnon firll 
Difmounting from his mule, with confcious blufli 
And fault'ring voice thus ventur'd to addrefs 
Th' offended brother: — O my Abfalom, 
Forgive, lie faid — and interrupting tears 
Pleading more pow'rfully than eloquence^ 
Staggered the purpofe of Maacah -s fon^ 
And in his feeling foul a confli£i rais'd 
betwixt his brother's life and fifter's fame: 

He 
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He filent p5^xs'4; but in l^is brcaft-W^yei^? 
Was tp9 deq^ rpotecj; by^^, two xear*3 gpw,th 
For qne foft moment^ to ersudicati?: 
He therefore wip'd away a, piteou$, tear. 
And raade tp Amnon this compq^'d r^ply* 
r did x^U fefl4 foj^ ^bf^ ^o >reep apd mourn j 
Tor4?0^ I haye a feaft» this prqfp'rpus year 
Increafing ^PfiH? incr^srfe tjie fh^piienjf jpy: 
Rejoice witji iRe;, my bpther, atnd b? gj^d. 
Then did^g/Mjarmlj^ prefe his ban4 ^ipd point 
Th^ diisfi^ft pAapc. Th? Prince fhed tears of joy. 
Then fej, hijja, down^ forgot his grief and fimlM. 
Wiije in, pijof^fion fpar^kd in the bowls, 
Infpiriflft fociftj; mirth; they %eely qu^'d; 
But Abfalppgi th* empUent dr^u^ evades. 
Left iti r^elRX bis fterja dpt€\mm^ion; 
But cyijfcck rcpteiyJb^s the linking boyls^ 
Preflfing o^ aU, the intoxicating cup, 
'Till mirth predfiminates, s^ e^v/xy hf *rt 
Expands wji^, fpci^fr^^^pmjt ^^.Wftlpin- 
Then give% tfe?Ji«4 vspfid; b« fci^v^s. pljing« 
The deftin'd 4?^^ 5^4, ftpin tbft: ?rinfift'2|,ii<3^ 
Gufli'd foTt3i,^i£p*^ r^ekiqg^ ftjs;%piTH-ie fipHr—uBrolfe 

In conft^^isaMR ^h >«)MHi V^W^Wf ^m!^ 

Each 
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£ach trembling for his life; confus'd they fled : 
Mingling with gore, the vine in currents flowed; 
While, rolling in the flood, the murder'd Prince 
Alone, in all the agonies of woe, 
Groan'd out his foul, and clos'd his eyes in death. 
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A P O E IW, 

Onrthe Suppojition of an Advertife^tnt spearing 
ikbia Tiiorfiing^Pi^^r, if the PnAmutUfnif^a 



J^ 



TiriE teaikekte bubblei^^lie tea things wtre let. 
The cattllles were lighted,' the ladies weftfincit; 
The how' ^ye's' Were over/4nrf efiteiiftg' biiftle, ' 
The company teated, inJ'fifks^fceas^cTto riiffle: 
The great 'Mrs. (jbrifequerice 6^^'n^(lher fan- ' 
And thus ^the ^dtifcourfein''aYt ihfeant began : 
(AH atfefeed VeferVe, dhd* fortiiahV fdoriiing,) 
I fuppofc you sin r*w in the ^iper tht^ ttbrtilhg, 
A Volutne of l^o^Aris JidV6rtis^d— "tSs fa?d 
TKey^reproauc'ibyVh<ft)i^h*ifi'J^^ 
A fervant' write* >^eirfes ! ' fays'^Ma'datti' Ou Blttdhi • 
-l^ray^what'is tKe^Tiib/e€f?-^a*Mbp, br'afe-ddto? 
He,he,he,-fays Mifs Flounce ; I fuppbfe'we Ihall fee 
An bde on a^fttl66t-^\rttet ^fe can it be? 

Says 
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Says Mifs Coquettilla, why ladies fo tart? 
-^Berhaq^. 3;«aartbe-Faotniap.iha4fitff1 hrr hraq ;. . 
And flie'll tell us how charming he looks in new 

'dothes/^ ^-\ rr / 

And how nimble his hand moves in brufhing the 

Or hpw tk^ 1^ titfip that he ^ent 40 JA^^FjUr, 
Hejjought heriome f^eeth^v^s of ginger-bread 

ware. 
For my part JL think,. Ijiys old lady Marr-joy, ' 
A fervant might find herfelf other employ : 
Was Ihe mine I'd emplfoyher as Ippg^ 'twas li^t. 
And fet)d her to bed witjho.ut candle at night. 
Why fo? iays.Mifs Rbym^r^ 4irp|c2is'4;, I proteft 
*Tis pity ,af genius &ould bp fp^epreftl 
What ideas can fucb low-bred creatures conceive. 
Says Mrs. Npworthy, and I^ught in her fleeye. 
Says old Mifs BrudeUa> if fervapts ,can tell 
How to wjite to their jnot^ers, to fay they are well, 
And read of a Sunday, the Puty of Man; 
Which is more I believe ^han one half of them can; 
I think *tis much j(^ro/er^r they ihould reft there. 
Than be reaching at things lb, miKh out of their 

fphere. ) ' . , 
Says oW Mrs. Candour, Tvc now got a maiid 

That's 
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Thaf s the plague of my life — a young goffipping 

jade; 
There's no end of the people that after her come,. 
And whenever I'm out;, Ihe is never at home; 
I'd rather ten times fhe would fit down and write. 
Than goffip all over the town ev'ry night. 
Some whimfical trollop moft like, fays Mifs Prim, 
Hasb^en fcribblingof nonfenfe, juft out of a whim. 
And confcious it neither is witty or pretty. 
Conceals her true name, and afcribes it to Betty. 
I once had a fervant myfelf, fays Mifs Pines, 
That wrote on a Wedding, fome very good lines t 
Says Mrs. D^meftic, and when they were done, 
I can't fee for my part, what ufe they were on^ 
Had Ihe wrote a receipt, toVe inftru6ied you how 
To warm a cold breaft of veal, like a ragou. 
Or to make cowflip wine, that would pafs for 

Champaign ; 
It might have been ufeful, again and agsdn. 
On the fofa was old lady Pedigree placed. 
She own*d that for poetry flie had no tafte. 
That the ftudy of heraldry was more in fafhion. 
And boafted fhe knew all the crefts in the nation. 
Says Mrs* Routella, — Tom, take out the urn, . 
And ftir up the fire, you fee it don't bufn* 

£ The 
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l^he tea thmgs removed, and the tca-tabte gbne. 
The card-tables brought, and the cards laid thereon. 
The ladies ambitious for each others crown. 
Like courtiers contending for honours fat down. 



■viipmii 



A POEM, 

On the Suppofition of the Book having been pub^ 
li/hed and read. 

X HE dinner was over, th^ table-cloth gone, 
"The bottles of wine and the glaffes brought on. 
The gentlemen fill'd up the fparkling glaffes. 
To drink to their king, to their country and laffes : 
The ladies a glafs or two only required. 
To th* drawing-room then in due order retired; 
The gentlemen likewife that chofe to drink tea; 
And, after difcuffing the news of the day. 
What wife was fufpefted, what daughter elopM, 
What thief was detefted, that *twas to be hop*d, 
The rafcals would all be convifted, and rop'd; 
What chambermaid kifs'd when her lady was out; 
Who won, and who loft, the laft night at the rout; 

What 
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What lord gone to France^ ami what tradefinan 

And who and who danc'd at the laft mafquerade ; 
What banker ftc^t payment with evil intention^ 
And twenty more things much too tedious to 

mention. 
Mifs Rhymer fays, Mrs. Routella, ma*am, pray 
Have you feen the new book (that we talk'd of 

that day. 
At your houfe you remember) of Poems, *twas fkid 
Produced by the pen of a poor Servant Maid? 
The company filent, the anfwer expeftedj 
Says Mrs. Routella, when fhe'd recoUeftcd; 
Why, ma'am, I have bought it for Charlotte j the 

child 
Is fo fond of a book, I'm afraid it is fpoil'd: 
I thought to have read it myfelf, but forgat it; 
In fhoT% 1 have never had time to look at it. 
Perhaps I may look it o'er fome other day; 
Is there any thing in it worth reading, I pray? 
For your nice attention, there's nQthing can 'fcape. 
She anlWeVd, — ^There*s one piece, whofe fubjeft's 

a Rape. 
A Rape! interrupted the Captain Bcmair, 
A delicate theme fot a female I fwear; 

E 2 Thca 
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Then (mcrk'd at the ladies^ they fimper*d all round. 
Touched their lips with their fans, — Mrs. Con- 

fcquence frown'd. 
The fimper fubfided, for flie with her nods. 
Awes thefe lower affemblies, as Jove awes the gods. 
She fmil'don Mifs Rhymer, and bad her proceed-— 
Says flie, there are various fubjefts indeed : 
With fome little pleafure I read all the reft. 
But the Murder of Amnon*s the longeft and beft. 
Of Amnon, of Amnon, Mifs Rhymer, who!s he? 
His name, fays Mifs Gaiety *s quite new to me: — 
'Tis a Scripture tale, ma*am,— he*s the fon of 

King David, 
Says a Reverend old ReSor: iquoth madam, I 

have it; 
A Scripture tale? — ay— I remember it-^true; 
Pray is it i'th* old Teftament or the new? 
If I thought I could readily find it, I'd borrow 
My houfe-keeper's Bible, and read it to-morrow. 
*Tis in Samuel, ma'am, fays the Reftor: — ^^Mifs 

Gaiety 
Bow'd, and the Reverend blufli'd for the laity. 
YouVe read it, I find, fays Mifs Harriot Anderfon ; 
Pray, fir, is it any thing lik^ Sir Charles Grandifon? 
How you talk, fays Mifs Belle, how ^ould fuch a 

girl write A novel. 
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A novel, or any thing elfe that's polite? 
You'll know better in time^ Mifs:--*-She was but 

fifteen: 
Her mamma was. confus'd— rwith a little chagrin. 
Says, — Where's your attention, child? did not 

you hear 
Mifs Rhymer fay, that it was poems, niy dear? 
Says Sir Timothy Turtle, my daughters ne'er look 
In any thing elfe but a cookery book: 
The propereft ftudy for women defign'd ; 
Says Mrs. Domeftic, Vm quite of your mind. 
Your haricoes, ma'am, are the beft I e'er eat, 
-Says the Knight, may I venture to beg a receipt* 
'Tis much at your fervice, fays madam, and bow'd. 
Then flutter'd her fan, of the compliment proud. 
Says Lady Jane Rational, the bill of fare 
Is th' utmoft extent of my cookery care: 
Moft fervants can cook for the palate I find. 
But very few of them can cook for the mind* 
Who, fays Lady Pedigree, can this girl bej 
Perhaps Ihe*s defcended of fome family : — 
Of family, doubtlefs, fays Captain Bonair,^ 
She's defcended from Adam, I'd venture to fwear. 
Her Ladyfliip drew herfelf up in h^r chair. 
And twitching her fan-fticks, afFefted a fneer, 
E 3 I know 
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I know fomething of her, feys Mrs. Devoir, 
She liv'd with my friend, Jacky Faddle, Efq. 
*Tis fometime ago though; her miftrefs faid then. 
The girl was exceffivcly fond of a pen; 
I faw her, but never conversed with her — though 
One can't make acquaintance with fervajit?s, you 

know. 
•Tis pity the girl was not bred in high life. 
Says Mr. Fribbello :— yes,— then, fays his wife, 
She doubtlefs might have wrote fomething worth 

notice : 
'Tis pity, fays one, — fays ?inother, and fo *tis. 

law t fays young Seagram, I*ve feen the book, now 

1 remember, there'^ fomething about a mad cow. 
Amad cow \ — ^ha, ha, ha, ha, returned half the room ; 
What can y* expeft better, fays Madam Du Bloom ? 
They look at each other, — a general paufc — 
And Mifs Coquettella adjufted her gauze. 

Xhe Reftor reclin'd himfelf bacH in his chair. 

And open*d his fnufF-box with indolent air; 

This book, fays he, (fnift,fnift) has in the beginning^ 

(The ladies give audience to hear his opinion) 

Some pieces, I think, that are pretty correft; 

A ftile elevated you cannot expeft: 

To fome of her equals they may be a treafure. 

And 
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And country laffes may read 'em with pleafure. 
That Amnon^ you can't call it poetry neither. 
There's no flights of fancy, or imagery either; 
You may ftile it profaie, blank- vcrfe ai the beft; 
Some pointed refleftions, indeed, are expreft; 
The narrative lines are exceedingly poor: 

Her Jcmadab is a the drawing-room door 

Was open'd, the gendemen came from below^ 
And gave the difcourfe a definitive blow. 
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WIT AND BEAUTY,' 

A PASTORAL. 

Ce LI A. 

V-/UR fliepherds are gone o'er the hill. 
To fport on the neighbouring plain ; 

Let's fit by this murmuring rill. 
And fing till they come back again. 

Sy lvi a. 
We'll fing of our favourite fwains. 

By whom our fond hearts are poffeftj 
And Daphne fliall judge of the ftrains. 

Which fings of her fliepherd the beft. 

Daphne. 
Come fing then, and Daphne will hear^ 

Nor linger the time to prolong; 
And this wreath of rofes I wear, 

Sh^U crown the fair vi^lor in fong, 

Ce LI A. 
My Thirfifi is airy and gay. 

His pride is in pleafing the fair; 
He fings and drives forrow away. 

His humou^r will b^ifti all care. S v i--. 
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Sy lv I a* 
To Daphnis the pride of my lay. 
The merits of beauty belong; 
His fmiles will chafe forrow away. 
As well as your lhepherd*s fine fong. 

Ce LI A* 

When piping my Thirfis is feen. 

The virgins affemble around; 
And all the blithe fwains of the green^ 

Approve, while they envy the found. 

. Sylvia* 
When Daphnis approaches the plains, . 

The virgins all blufh lyith furprife; 
With negligence treating their fwains. 

And fix on my Daphnis their eycfS* 

Celi A. 
If e*er I am penfive and fad. 

Or figh to the evening gale; 
I*m cheered by the voice of my lad. 

Who tells me a humorous tale* 

Sylvia. 
When I am perplexed with fears. 

And nothing can give me delight; 
^As foon as my Daphnis appears, 

I languiih away at the fight. Daph- 
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Daphne. 

Now ceafe to contend^ my dear laffes. 
My wreath I'll acknowledge your due; 

Nor yet can I t^ell which furpafles. 
Your merits you equally Ihew. 

'Twas Strephon that gave mfe the treafure. 
Which now I to you fliall impart; 

(That name! O, I fpeak it with pleafure! 
It ever enraptures my heart.) 

Nor Sylvia, nor Celia, fhall have it, 

I'll juftly divide it in two; 
Believe me^ my Strephon, that gave it. 

Is beautiful, witty, and-^true. 



ABSENCE 
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ABSENCE AND DEATH, 

A PASTORAL, 

W HEN ev'ry eye that knew no caufe to weep. 
And peaceful minds were hufli*d in pleafing fleep. 
Two virgin nymphs, whom Love had left forlorn, 
Ne*er clos'd their weeping eyes, from eve to mom : 
For Strephon*s abfence. Daphne's tears were fhed. 
And Hebe mourn*d her faithful Collin dead i 
Their forrows were not to each other known. 
Alike they raourn'd, and filent was their moan; 
Awhile they wept, 'till one the filence broke; 
Thus Hebe anfwer'd, and thus Daphne fpoke. 

Daphne. 
Say, gentle maid, whence fpring thy anxious fears? 
What inward forrows prompt thy gufhing tears? 
Thy cafe thou fafely may* ft to me impart. 
True to my truft, and faithful from the heart; 
My grief, I will fufpend awhile to hear 
Thy tale, ?md feed a fympathetic tear. 

Hebe. 

And will not Daphne then her grief impart? 

fp tell the forrow, is to eafe the heart. 

Say 
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Say firft, vhy heaves thy^ breaft that laboring figh. 
And Hebe will alternately reply; 
The plaintive founds fliall die along the vales. 
And neighboring hills refound the moving tales. 
Daphne. 

A fhepherd's abfence I am doom^^d to mourn. 
While rigid fete forbids him to return j 
Perhaps, like me, he mourns his forc*d delay. 
Perhaps fome fairer maid may tempt his ftay 5 
Awhile, with flattering gales of hope I fteer. 
Then, dafh'4 and fhipyreck'd on the rock of fear. 
Hebe. 

Young Collin did my yielding heart fubdue, 
A forefter he was, and he was true; 
He vow'd his heart from me fliould never rove; 
I heard with joy, and gave him love for love; 
But my dear fwain, my Collin*s dead, and I 
Now live, but only to defpair, and die. 
Daphne, 

My ftepherd is the choiceft of the fwains. 
That climb the hills, or traverfe o*er the plaints 
His radiant eyes beam forth a milder ray. 
Than the fair ftar, that le?ids the dawning day; 
Npr are the flocks, that graze the plains, fo fair 
As the dev fiyain that makei^ thofe flocksi his care. 

{iEB£« 
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Hebe. 
My forefter was comely to behold. 
His looks were pleafing as the tale^ he told; 
The frock he wore, was of a freflier green 
Than the gay forefts, where he oft was feen; 
Arid ftately*he, among his fellow fwains. 
As the tall fir, that o'er the foreft reigns. 

Daphne. 
How fwift the feafons fly throughout the year. 
How oft the fpring returns without my dear; 
Yet ftiould fome blifsful hour, fome diftant fpring. 
My long-mourn*d Strephon to his Daphne bring; 
One happy hour with him, wou*d far o'er-nay 
All I have fuflPer'd by his long delay. 

Hebe. 
No gloomy phantom has my joys o*er-caft. 
My hopes are withered by a deadly blaft; 
See the furrounding woods, how ev*ry tree 
Has dropped its leaves, and feems to mourn with me ; 
Though fpring will quickly re-adorn the grove. 
Yet I can never hope to fee my love. 



A PA^ 
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X OUNG Dsusion gay, a faithful-hearted fwaii^ 
Long fought fair Diiphne's love, but fought in vain; 
He often told her how fincere be lovM, 
As oft the nymph his ardent ilame reprov'd; 
Whilfe yet his paflion laboured in his mind^ 
He walk'd abroad his ftraying Heeds to find; 
Juft then fair Laura went acrofs the green. 
Long time this nymph fair Daphne's friend h^^d been ; 
The fwain to meet her ftept acrofs the way; 
She ftopt to hear what Damon had to fay. 

Damon. 
Say, friendly maid, why wandering h^re alone? 
Where is thy friend, the lovely Daphne gpae? 
Ah! has fome rival led her to the grove? 
And may I never hope for Daphne's love? 

Laura. 

A Ihepherd's fav'rite dog long loft has been* 
Fair Daphne found him wand' ring on the green; 
Much does the fhepherd-fwain his lofs deplore. 
The nymph is gone the wand'rer to reftore. 

Damon. 
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Dam OK. 

Ah, wretched Damon! doomed to love in vain. 
She loves the dog, fhe loves the fhepherd-fWain; 
Oh Daphne! 1*11 to death thy lofs deplore, 
Thefe lips fliall ne*er falute a virgin more. 

Laura. 

Defpair not, Damon, of fair Daphne's love. 
Thy vows repeated, may her pity move;, ^' 
See, up yon hill afcends the maiden gay. 
Thou may'ft overtake her, Damon, hafte away. 

She faid, and Damon tum'd his eyes around. 
And faw the maid afcend the rifing ground; 
Swift are the feet of meffengers, that bring 
Glad news of conquefts to their fov'teign Ring; 
But up the fteep more fwiftly Damon came. 
Love, urg*d by fcsur, has fwifter wings than fame. 
The lovely Daphne finil^i to fee Uoa run. 
And thus the Twain in humble fuit begun: 

Dam OK. 
Why Daphne here, frata ev*ry frifetid apart? 
What on this hill can charm thy virgin heart? 
If down the other fide Uiou would'ft defcend. 
My lovely medd, permit me to atteiKL 

Daphke. 
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Daphne. 
Now fpring with verdure ev'ry field adorns. 
And birds are finging on the bloomy thorns. 
Can fuch things fail to charm?, but Damon fay. 
How did you know that I was come this way? 

Damon. 
I walk'd abroad, my-ftraying fteeds to fee; 
But my fond heart was ftill purfuing thee; 
They were my fmall, but thou my greater care, 

happy chance, that led me to my fair. 

Daphne. 
A fhepherd*s dog has long been gone aftray, 

1 found him on the green the other day; 
This fay*rite dog, the fwain does much lament, 
I'll lead him home, and give the fwaifi content. 

Dam OK. 
Why in fuch hafte! the fun, my fair one, fee. 
Is yet as high as yondei* lofty tree; 
Tbofe verdant meadows, where frefh daifies grow. 

Invite our fleps, my Daphne, Ihall we go? 

I 

The maid confented, making no reply; 

What maid could fuch a fmall requefl deny? 

A chryftal ftream, in gentle murmurs glides 

Along the valley, and the meads divides; 

Along 
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Along the banks the verdant alders grow. 
Their branches bending to the ftream J}elo>^; . 
The tender leaves that hung on ev'ry fpray. 
And hawthorn bloflbms Ihew'd the month was May; 
Flow*rs, of various hue, bedeck'd the fhade^ 
And there young Damon led the tender maid: 
Her flender waift no gaudy ribband bounds 
But Damon*s arm did form a circle round; 
Soft were the whifpVings of the weftern gale. 
But with more foftnefs Damon told his tale; 
The pleafing tale the maid in filence heard,. 
But in her heart the gentle fwain preferred; 
Thus o'er one meadow they were quickly gone. 
Yet ftill by pleafant meadows tempted on. 
How foon the lovers moments pafs away. 
How foon, how foon, approached the clofe of day. 
The fun departed, and the plains grew damp. 
And rifing Cynthia trimrti'd her filver lamp; 
No more the birds to charm the year afpir'd^ 
And wandering lover s from the plain retir'd ; 
The fwain ne'er thought to go, his fteeds to find. 
The nytnph forgot to leaive her dog behind. 



LOVE 
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LOVE AND FRIENDSHllP- 

A PASTOilAL. 

X wo iiyniphstd^vhointiiepowVsofverfe belongs 
Alike ambitioug to excel in feng. 
With eqttal fweetnefs fang alternate ftraina^ 
And courteoui eclx> told the lift'ning plaint; 
That of her lovet fung, this of her friend; 
Ye rural nyoiphsand vill^e^ (wains attend. 

Gel I A. 

O Love, foft fov'reign, ruler of the heart! 
Deep are thy wounds, and pleafing is the fmart; 
When Strephon fmiles the wint*ry fields look gay. 
Cold hearts are wann*d, and hard ones melt away. 

Sylvia. 
Through ev'ry fcene of temp'cal hlifs is there 
A greater bleffing than a friend fihcere? 
'Tis Corydon that bears that tjcnder name. 
And Sylvia's bread returns the genVous flame. 

C E L i A. 

When happy I furvey my Strephon's charms. 
His beauty holds me fafter than his arms. 

My 
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My heart is in a flood of.plasdures tofs*d» 
I fakic^ I iti^ widamia i^iptttfti^ loft* 

SyLvia. 
And what are all thefe tumults of the heart. 
But certain omens of a future fmart? 
In friendflnp we more folid eofftforts find. 
It cheers the heart, nor leaves A fting bdiihd. 

CSLIA. 

Surely no lark in ijpring was e'er fo glad 

To fee the mom, as I to fee my lad; 

ft 

At his approach al) anxious griefe removej 
And ev'ry other joy giv^ft place to tove* 

Sylvia* 
O happy I ! with fikh a( friend to Uvef 
Our joys united dctoble plcaAire grrej 
Our inmoft thoughts with freedom we tttifold. 
And griePs no longer grief, when dttce ni^^tbld* 

Celia* 
All that is lovely in my fwaan I fkd^ 
But am to all hi» imperfe6Uons bUnd; 
What have 1 faid? I furely do him wrongs 
No imperfeftions can to him belong* 

Fa Sylvia. 
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/ - . : ^ . •■■''Sy^'vi-a. • • ••' ■ • •• 
The faithful frieind f<^e!i wit4i impartial eyes» 
Nor fcoms reproof, but fpeaks without difguife ; 
Blind to all faults, the eager lover fues. 
Friends fee aright^ and ev'ry fault excufe. 

Then Daphne from beneath a hawthorn fprung> 
Where fibe attentive fat to hear the fong; 
Her breaft was confcious of the tender glow. 
That faithful friends, in mutual friendfhip know; 
Her tender heart, by love's impulfes mov*d. 
With ardour beat to fing the fwain flie lov'd; 
With emulation fir*d, the confcious maid 
Thus to the fair contending virgins faid. 

Daphne. 
Bleft Gelia, happy in a lover dear$ 
Blcft Sylvia, happy in a friend fincere; 
But furely I am doubly bleft to find^ 
At once a friend fincere, and lover kind; 
My Thirfis is my friend, my friend I fay ^ 
And who in love can bear a greater fway 
Strephon muft his fuperior power own. 
Nor is he lefs fincere than Corydon. 



A PAS- 
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A PASTORAL 

Young Corydon, a blithefome fwain, 

M ever tended (heep» 
Upon the verdant banks of Leam, f 

Was wont his flock to keep. 

One ev*ning when the rifing Moon 

Was peeping in the floods 
And ev'ry bird that fings by day. 

Sat filent in the wood. 

With dog and fta£F he took his way. 

And whittled as he went; 
To gather up his ftraying ewes. 

Was all the (hepherd meant. 

And while he fought the meadows round. 
Where they were wont to ftray, 

A maid more lovely than his ewes^ 
Came tripping o'er the way. 

The flieep no longer fiU'd his thoughts^ 

The nymph was all his care; 
And thus the gentle fhepherd-fwain, 

Addre&d the tender fair» 

F3 CORYDOM. 
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Why co!nes«y nymph fe late ahroad, 

^o wander in the vale; 
T# hie^r the munnuring pf the floodj 

And fee the mopo flime jwde? 
Or is U w appoimcd hcnir 

To meet ImM happy fwain? 
For maids ^re feldom feen ^o^e 

So late upon the plain, 

Pastora. 

Tve been a vifit to a friend. 

That lives by yonder grove. 
Where fhepherds tell daeir tendeir tales. 

And lift*ning virgins rove: 
I with my friend converflng ftood, 

Abftrafted from all cj^re. 
The fun went dpwn, ancj night drew op 

Before I was aware. 

Cor YD ON. 

Thp f^^ns w§rt furf ly ajl i|J^ind> 

That fuch « in%li fy^ y^m 
iShould e'er bp fi^W f Q Vilk ^mv 

And in the ey*«i«g too; 



Now 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



C 71 J 

Now Corydon moft gladly will 

Attend you if he may; 
You fee the moon is hailing on. 

Then wh^Mftould we delay? 

He faid, and took h^ by the hand; 

O happy fhepherd he! 
Paftora too was pleased as well 

As ihepherdefii could b«. 

The fwain no longer fought around. 
His ftraying ewes to find: 

O happy nymphs that live in plains, 
where fhepherds arc fo kind. 



F4 A PAS- 
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A PASTORAL, 

xjLS Thirfis and Daphne, upon the new hay 
Were feated, furveying the plain; 

No guilt in their bofoms their joys to allay^ 
Or give them 9. moment of pain. » 

Not Venus, but Virtue had made them her care^ 
She taught them her innocent fkill;. 

The fwsiin knew no art, but to pleafure the fair 
That Nature had form'd to his will. 

Infpired by love, pn his pipe he did play ^ 

O Virtue ! how happy the fwain ! 
While fweet Robin-red-breaft that perch'd on the 
fpray. 

And Daphne was pleased with the ftrain.^ 

How pleafing the profpefl, how cooling the breeze ; 

The fun (hone delightfully 'round | 
And apples half ripe, grew fo thick on the trees, 

Th6 bough§ almoft bpnt to the ground. 

Thus happily feated, by fympathy bound. 

How pleafing the mutual chain; 
When either is abfent, the profpefts around 

Difplay all their beauties in vain. They 
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They fat till the mift that arofe from the brook, 

Infonn'd them the evening was nigh; 
The fwain ftiook his head with a languifhing look. 

And *rofe from his feat with a figh. 

His flute he disjointed, and filent a while 
He gaz*d on his maid with delight; 

Then gave her his hand, flie arofe with a fmile. 
He kifs'd her, and bid her good night. 



OBSERVATION. 

JLET the vain ayaricious with oaths fafely bind. 

Left either forgetfully rove ; 
The band of affe&ion fecureth the mind. 

When the wilhes are centered in love. 
If virtue alone is the guide of the will, 

Diftruft has no right to be there; 
The fwain has no reafon to doubt of his fkill. 

Anil tlu^ fair one has nothing to fear. 

A PAS. 
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A PASTORAL DIALOGUE. 

Damon* 

V-/ Theron, fay what means that down-caft eye. 
What new found grief has taught thy breaft to figh ? 
Has fome intruding fwain thy purpofe, croft? 
Or has foipe favourite ewe her lambkin loft? 
Affume thy wonted cheerfulnefs dear lad. 
Or tell thy Damon why thou look*ft fo fad. 

Theron. 
Frefti as the fpring, and fair as opening day. 
My Jefly fmil*d, and ftole my heart away; 
But when of love I did to her complain. 
She fcarcdy fmiPd, nor anfwer*d me again : 
None e'er could think, but thofe that feel the fmart. 
So fair a form could hide fo h^rd a heart. 

Damon. 
Ah, filly Twain! and was dry beauty made. 
For the cool frowns of one £ilfe nymph to §aAt ? 
O Theron, Theron, fcom the power bf love. 
Forbid the tender impuUes to move; 
See how that bee forfabes the Uooming may. 
And leaves it for the next that comes this way, 

Theron, 
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Theron. 
Muft I, Ui^c ficjcl? Jefly^ learn to flight? 
Yes, — ^what my Damon ftys is always right, 
See'ft thou tljat nymph, beneath the fliady tree? 
She looks this way ; I wifh Ihe looked at me : 
If je*er thy Theron ihould bis heart transfer. 
From his loft Jefly, it rouft go to her. 

Damon. 
O fay no more — no more of her, my friend; 
For fhe is mine — ^my Doris! — O fufpend — 
Sufpend thy choice, my fwain, till thou haft fccn 
The village maids aflemble on the green ; 
And if you would your fickle heart transfer, 
Tbcp take your choice of all the reft but her. 

Theron. 
Why are you angry now, my friend, my fwain! 
Your own advice I'll give you back again: 
O Damon, Damon, fcorn the power of love; 
Forego your nymph, your fimile to prove: 
Forfakc her, as the bee forfakes the may. 
And I will be the next that cqmes this way. 



THIRSIS 
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THIRSIS AND DAPHNE- 
A ;P o E M. . 

iVlY mure of Thirfis fings, and of the Ihade, 
Where he, poor fhepherd, with his Daphne ftray^d : 
On DuNSMORE wafte, there ftands a fhady grove. 
The fweet recefs of folitude and love; 
Hazles on this, on that fide elms are feen. 
To ftiade the verdant path that leads between. 
A rofe, lefs lovely than young Thirfis gay. 
Adorns the fprig that bends acrofs the way ; 
The way that does with various flow'rs abound. 
The gentle fhepherd caft his eyes around ; 
He fought a flower with Daphne to compare. 
And thought the drooping lily feem*d Jefs fair : 
A flame as pure as that fair facrcd light. 
That fliines between the.hazle boughs at night, 
Infpires the am*rous Thirfis* tender breaft. 
Which, by that light, has often been confefs'd : 
Soft was his fpeech, and languifliing his eyc^ 
When he approached his Daphne with a fighj 
No dark deceit did to his heart belong, 
And flatt'ry was as foreign to his tongue 5 

''I lov©^ 
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•* I love, fays he, (and took her by the hand) 
** And ray poor wounded heart** at your command; 
*• For you I'm doom d in love's fierce flames to bum; 
** Be kind^ my dear, and love me in reum.'* 
Thus faid the fwain, and paused a little while; 
The fair one's ahfwer was a filent fmile: 
To fee her fmile, he fmil'd ami4ft his pain. 
And thus purfu'd his gentle fuit again. 
** How long muft I be tofs'd 'twixt hope and fear, 
** And tell my pain to your regardlefs ear? 
** No more in filence hear me thus complain, 
** Nor force thofe flattVing fmiles, to hide difdain; 
** But fay you love, and end my anxious care, 
** Or frown, and let me die in fad defpair.'* 

To hear him thus his ardent flame exprefs. 
Poor fwain! ftie pity'd him; what could ftie lefs? 
Her love, perhaps, at length may be attained. 
By the dear fwain that has her pity gained. 



PER. 
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PER P L E X I T Y/ 

A P O E M. 

Y E tender young virgins attend to my lay, 

}Ay heart is divided in twain; 
My Collin is beautifal, vittyy and gay» 
And Damon's a^kind^bearted fi#am« . 

Whenever my lovely young Collin I meet. 
What pleafures arife in my bres^ft; 

The dear genUe fwain looks fo charming and fwcct^ 
I fancy I lave him the beft. 

But when my dear Damon does to me complain. 

So tender, fo loving and kind. 
My bpfom is foften^d to hear the fond fwain. 

And Collin flips out of my mind. 

Whenever my Damon repeats his foft tale. 

My heart overflows with delight; 
But when my dear Collin appears in the vale, 

I languifh away iit the fights 

'Tis Collin alone fhall poflefs my fond hearty 

Now Dsunon for ever adieu i 

But 
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But can J? — I cannot from Damon thus part! 
He^s lov'd me fo long, tod fo true. ' 

My heart to my Damon Pll inftantly bind> 
And on him will fix all my care; 

But, O fliould I be to my Collin unkind. 
He furely will die with defpair. 

How happy, how happy with Damon I'd been. 

If Collin I never had knew; 
As happy with Collin, if Td never fcen 

My Damon, fo tender and true. 



A PAS- 
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A PASTORAL SONG. 

kJ N E evening in May, the fwcet feafon of love, 

Amintor, with heart light as air; 
And his hat on one fide, ran in hafte to the grove. 

To meet his dear Delia there. 

He waited a little, impatient no doubt, 

A minute to lovers is long; 
Then fnapping his fingers, he faunter'd about. 

And thus of his Delia fung. 

My Delia is mild as an April morn. 

And fair as the bloffoms in May 
That fweeten the air, and enamel the thorn; 

She's fairer, fhe*s fweeter than they! 

So chearful and fprightly, good humoured and gay. 

No paffions e'er ruffle her bread; 
Jn innocent frolicks (he palfes the day. 

Till evening invites her to reft. 

Let prudes and coquets to their artfulnefs truft. 

They ne'er fliall have place in my arms; 

Their wits and their arts do but give me difguft, 

'Tis virgin fimplicity charms. 

My 
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My lovely dear Delia's unfldird in their wiles. 

And all the coquetry of love : 
She thoughtlefsly meets me^ with innocent finiles. 

And trips with me into the grove. 

Juft then the fair Delia came tripping along, 

Difplaying her innocent charms; 
Amintor no longer continued his fong. 

But clafp'd the dear maid in his arms. 



The 
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The FAVOURITE.. SWAIN, 

IVlY generous mufe, aflfrftahce lend; - 

Ye fiiBple . YU^^e-fwain^^ ^fite^d.; ; ; . . 

I mean J^Pt tp ipojjigl^^x^i ., :;/;;_ 
1*11 tell you Yfji^^ the ypv^^, tpwft ^, ... , 
That hopes to gftin ^ ike If^Vi? qf me^ _ 

And be my Fav'rite Swain. 

I ne'er can love the filly fwain. 
That quits the village and the plain. 

To flutter round the ftate; 
Nor fool that leaves the woodbine bower. 
To fix on that uncertain flower. 

The favour of the great: 

But I fome artlefs youth muft find. 
That knows not how to veil his mind. 

But fpeaks without difguife; 
His countenance cheering as the dawn. 
That fmiles upon the flowery lawn. 

And bids the flcy-lark rife: 

His eyes like dew-drops on the thorn. 
When daifie^ opening to the morn, 

Befpeak 
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JBefpeak that . morniiig fttr* r ■ ^ * ^ . : 
His breaidi as tneet^xsryftBAo^tn bropiiej^ : 
That fweeps the; Amocteft inelliiig ^treei^'* 

To fcent the ^vcniiig 4ir*. ' 

And when he pipes upoa the plam>* : - 
He muft all approbation gain. 

In fpite of envioofs pride; i *' :i -m, ; 
And force hh riVal- fwains to fey, * ' i 

His matchlefs flail noufl: /bear ihe Sm3.ff" 

It cannot be. .denibd. 'i .: 1 ;: u ; 

No paflions like die nordicrn wind,' ^ 
Mull difcompofe his fteady mind. 

By ferioufnefs poffeft; 
Yet fadnefs be as far away. 
As darkeft midnight from noon-day^ 

Or point of eaft from weft. 

« 
His temper mild as April rain^ 

Whofe gentle fhower bedews the plaitij 

And gems the budding fpray; 
In manners like the lowly rill. 
That creeps beneath the grafly hill, 

'^here fhining fifties play. 

G 2 No 
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No headftrong paffion muft incline 
Htm to my arms, or make him mine. 

But reafon muft approve; 
To niceft honour be confign*d. 
While virtue rules his genero.u^ mind. 

And friendlhip crowns his love. 

Methinks the envious youths around, 
• Sa^y fuch a one was never found. 

And all my fearch is vain: 
Miftaken fwains know this my fong. 
Does to my Thirfis all belong. 

For he's my^ Favorite 3wain. . 



On 
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On a W E D D IN G. 

llARK! hark! how the bdls ring, how happy 
the day. 

Now Thirfis makes Daphne his bride; 
See cheerful birds chirping on cv*ry green fpray. 

And fummer {hines forth in its pride. 

The lads and the lafles, fo jocund and gay. 

Their happinefs hail with a fong; 
And Thirfis cnchantmgly pipes to their lay, 

Infpiring with mirth all the throng. 

The bride and the bridegroom then join in the dance 

And fmiling trip nimbly around; 
The fprightly gay bride* s-maids as nimbly advance, 

And anfwer their fmiles with a bound. 

With all marriage articles pen*d on the heart. 

The parties fo fweetly agreed; 
They needed no lawyer, with quibbling art, 

Or parchment to draw up a deed. 

For Love, the firft blefling of bleflings below^ 

That Heaven to mortals can give. 
Was all the kind fhepherdefs had to beftow. 

And all that fhe wiih'd to receive. 

G3 LOB'a 
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LOB*s COURTSHIP, 

jljLS Lob among his cows one day, 

Wste fitting of theit cribs with hay; 

As he to th' crib the hay did carty^^ 

It came ihtQ his head to marry; 

Says ke, th€re'$ Kttle merry Nell, 

I think i like het very well ; 

But fliCi pcrha^, at me wiE Icoff, . 

Befides, (he lives a great wdy off: 

He njnis'd a while, then judg'd it better^ . 

The courtfhip lo begin by letter ^ 

So he a bit of paper found, 

'Twas neither long, nor fquare, nor round ^ 

j[t was tber bcft that he could find, 

And on it thus, he wrote his mind: 

Dear Nelly, I make bold to fend 
My love to you, and am your friend; 
I think you are a pretty maid. 
And wonder much that' you don*t wed; 
If you can like a country man, 
I'll come' and fee you, if i c&ft, 
When roads arfe good, atftd Mireatlie* fibe, 
iBut firft i hope you'R kriS ^ Hrfe. 

Then he hi haftfe thi* feftcr fern, 

Alfo 
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Alfo two apples did prefent. 
Which Ndl i-eceivf i; itad're^d flj^ilcttet, 
(But flie lik'd the apples better};,. 
When read (he into the fire threw it. 
And never fent^ an anfwer to it. 

When fpring drew on, the cuckow fung. 
The roads were dry, and days were long, 
The cows were all turn'd out to grafs. 
Then Lob fet out to fee his Ia(s j 

. He oil'd his (hoes, and^ corab'd his hair. 
As if a going to a fair: ' 
He was a very clever clown. 
His frock was of the fuftian brown. 
His flick was bended like a bow. 
His handkerchief too made a ftiow. 
His hat flood like the potJid rouftdy 
So on he went, and Nell he Ibtmd. 

Whaft Nelly! how doft do? fays he. 
Come, will you go along with me 
0*<er yonder fWe, a little way 
Along that clofe; Nell, what doft fay? 

Me go with you o'er yonder flile? 
Says Nell, indeed I can't a- while; 
So fhe ftept in, aad ftut the door. 
Arid he ftabbM off, and faid no more. 

'- * G4 The 
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The RURAL MAID m LONDON, 

To her FRIEND in the COUNTRY. 
An epistle. 

jLvEJOICE, dear nymph! enjoy your happy 

grove. 
Where birds and ftiepherds warble ftrains of lovcj 
While bani(h*d I, alas! can nothing hear. 
But founds too harfh to footh a tender ear. 
Here gilded beaux fine painted belles purfue. 
But how unlike to village-fwains and you ; 
At twelve o'clock they rub their flumb'ring eyes. 
And, feeing day-light, from their pillows rife ; 
To the dear looking-glafs due homage pay. 
Look o'er the play-bills while they fip their tea; 
Then order John the chariot to prepare. 
And drive tp^ th' Park, to take the njorning air. 
When dufky ev'ning fpreads h^r gloomy fhade. 
And rural nymphs are in foft flumbers laid. 
Then coaches rattle to the ladies rout. 
With belle§ within, and mimic beaux without; 
The vulgar way of counting time they fcorn. 
Their noon is evening, and their evening niori). 

But 
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But wliat Is yet more wonderful tlian all, 
Thcfe ftrange diforders^ they do ple^fures call : 
Such tinfel joys fliall ne'er my heart obtain. 
Give me the real pleafures of the plain. 
Where unmov*d conftancy has fix'd her feat. 
And love, and friendfliip, make their fweet retreat. 
There lives my friend, my dear Belinda gay, 
Could I with her the fre(h*ning vales furvey; 
To make a wreath, I'd gather flowers full blowi>i 
But fpare the tender buds, till riper grown: 
If I fliould fee a black-bird, or a thruft. 
Sit on her neft within the hawthorn bulh. 
She undifturb'd fhould hatch Her little brood; 
Who fright her thence has not a heart that's good; 
It furely is a pity to moleft, 
A little bird, when fitting on her neft^ 
Should love by chance invite your friend to rove, 
I'd take a trip into the filent grove; 
There if my fwain fhould pipe, then I would fing^ 
And be as happy as the birds in fpring ; 
No title but a nymph I'd wifh to know. 
Nor e'er commence a belle, to win a beau. 



CORINNA 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



C 90 ] 
CORINNA TO LYCIDAS. 

'WhERE'ER my Lycidas fhall turn his eyes. 
May pleafures fpring, and lovely profpefts 'rife; 
While your Corinna, on the banks of Stower, 
In penfive fadnefs views each ripening flower : 
Why am I penfive ? all things elle are gay, ^ 
Fawns dance around, and harmlefs lambkins play; 
Surrounding groves invite my fleps to rove, 
Referiibling that in which I learn'd to love; 
They each returning morn, grow freflier ftill. 
And happy birds their leafy branches fill; 
O lovely fcenes ! but what are thefe to me ? 
Joy is no joy without fociety. 
If I a friend like Lycidas could find. 
To fhare my joys, or footh my anxious mind; 
Then morn and night, Vd tune my cheerful lay. 
Sing with the birds, and be more glad than they; 
But while your abfence I am doom'd to bear. 
Your fancied prefence in my thoughts fliall Jhare; 
rU blefs the hour in which our love began, . ^ 
^\nd ever be as conftant ars I can. 

An 
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An epistle* 

IVIy dear Maria, my long abfent friend. 
If you can fpare one moment to attend. 
The plaintive ftrains of your Belinda hear. 
Who is your friend, and as yourfelf fincere. 
Let love-fick nymphs their faithful ftiepherds prove, 
Maria's ffiendfhip's more to me than love ; 
When^yoU were here, 1 fmil'd throughout the day. 
No raftic fhepherdefs was half fo gay ; 
But now, alasf I can no pleafure know. 
The tedious hours of abfence move fo flow; 
I fccret mourn, not daring to complain. 
Still feeking for relief, but fcek in vain. 

When I walk forth to take the morning air, 
I quickly to fome rifing hill repair. 
From whence I may furvey your village fpire, 
Then figh to you, and languifl^i with defire. 

At fultry lioon retiring to the groves, 
Jn feafch of you, my wand'ring fancy roves. 
From fliade to ftiade, pleas'd with the vain delight^ 
Imagination brings you to my fight; 

Fatigu'd 
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Fatigu'd I fink into my painted chair. 
And your ideal form attends me there. 

My garden claims one folitary hour. 
When fober evening clofes ev'ry flow'r; 
The drooping lily my refemblance bears. 
Each penfive bloom a fhining dew-drop wears; 
Such fhining drops my clofing eyes bedew. 
While I am abfent from the fight of you. 

When on my couch reclin'd my eyes I clofe. 
The God of Sleep refufes me repofe; 
1 *rife half drefs'd, and wander to and fro 
Along my room, or to my window go: 
Enraptur'd I behold the moon fliine clear. 
While falling waters murmur in my ear; 
My thoughts to you then in a moment fly. 
The moon flunes mifty, and my raptures die. 

Thus ev*ry fcene a gloomy profpeft wears. 
And ev'ry objed prompts Belinda's tears: 
'Tis you, Maria, and 'tis only you, 
That can the wonted face of things renew: 
Con^e to my groves ; command the birds to fing. 
And o*er the meadows bid frefh daifies fpring: 
No! rather come and chafe my gloom away. 
That I may fmglikc birds, and look like daifies gay. 

leande;r 
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LEANDER and BELINDA. 
A T A L f;. 

BELINDA is the lovelieft. fair, 

Of all the rural train. 
That dance upon the flow'ry lawn. 

Or trip acrofs the plain. 

Her pleafing air, and winning grace. 

The village fwains admire; 
But not a youth in all that place^ 

To court her durft afpire. 

Her robes were of the-whiteft lawn. 

As fpotlefs as her fame; 
And all the blufhing virgin train, 

Rever*d Belinda's name. 

At laft her fame Leander hears. 

Who in the city dwelk; 
And he, for this fair yillage^maid, 

Forfook the ciiy. btlles. 

... His 
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His coat was of the crimfon dye, 
^ Hu -fputs. were filver brjj^ht; 
And thus equip*d away he rode. 
To court this nymph in white. 

With each acquired accompUfhment 

Endowed, and on his tongue 
The pow^riuiart of flattery, ' ' ' '-^^^^^CJ 

In full perfuafion Tiimg; : :0 

He told to her fuch pjeafina^ tales. 

As anxious lovers tell; 
Such as he'd often tpldr before;, 

To many a Ihinuig belle. 

Into the gai*de«:waik'd:thistJ^iiiin ' 
To vifew the -flowers ^i^;^-- ^ - - 

Belinda look*d like lilies fair. 

That grew ibout the wiy." ' -- ^ 

• ijii .•-,.>! : , .1 
By her fair hand Leander Jtopjc, 

This lovely charming maid; 

Like Strephon's flocks at fummer's noon. 

From fliade to fliade they fl:ray'd. , . . 

They walked 'till droopiixg dewy flow^^tsi' 
Proclaiiii^4 the ^v'ning hJgH^ "^ « j> 

And that fweet bird diat fitigs i' th^ air, ' 
Defcended from the (ky. Lean- 
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Leander feeing nature's pride^ 

The* ^es of ev'nin^ telj. 
He with reluftancy retirM, 

And bade hi$ nymph fiatrewell. 

But yow*d he quickly would return. 

And make the fair ope his; 
Then with an oath his promife bound. 

And feal'd it with ^ kifs. 

Yet the next news. Belinda hears, , . . 

Is that Leander's wed;. 

/:*; o .; •, ' .*• ' f:^f.': ::. 

A wealthier, not a fairer dame. 

He to the church had led. ... , . 

But ere the. hone^Mnpon was paiL- 

A fever feiz'd his bride; 
And though he left nor pains, nor coft. 

Nor mediciWe-'witty^d. f> jn'i n <:,. v 

Not^l.,^^lefl^ll'4,phJc^^^ . 

Could heai, his ii9HP»'4 JTpppC^yi'' ^ • 
Cofmelia died, a juft reward 
For all hrs brtSkeA \^ws. ' ' 



:.<, j> 1) 



OBSERVA. 
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OBSERVATI ON, 

On an E V E-N I N G. 

OWEET and refrefliing are the dews. 

That deck the evening fliade; 
Sweet are the winds that fweep the plains. 

And whifper through the glade. 

We faint beneath the fultfy'ruh. 

But when the day is o'er. 
We gladly meet the ev'hing fiikde. 

And think of toil ho more. 



REFLECTION. 

SO when the dew of heav'nly grace. 

Falls gently on the foul. 
It cheers the fainting, drooping heart. 

And bids new pleafures roll: 

To ev*ry doubt, and ev'ry fear. 

This brings a fwect relief; 
Superior joy! compared with this, 

AH other joy is grief. 

Written 
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Written while the A u t h or' fat on a 
cock of HAY. 

Jl AIR Daphne to the meadow went. 
To tedd the new mown hay; 

She went alone^ ... , 

For well 'twas known. 
No fliepherd went that way. ; , 

And when fhe to the meadow came, . 
And caft her eyes around. 

She iaw green hills, ; , - 

And purling rills. 
The fertile fpot furround. ' . 



'dfll M. 



The alders and the poplars tall, ,- . /: 
Did form a circling. fliade;, t 
The cooling breezy . .. , , , , 
Stole by the trees. 
Along the open glade. 

' ■ * , ,.<•*( ^ 

Beneath the fhade a munn*riog brook, 
Purfues its crooked way; 

H Tlicre 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



t 9l 3 

There fiiEhes glide, 
,^In confcious pride^ 
^nd Diining fcales difpl^y. 

The beauteous blooming gifts of fpring. 
Are fallen from the thorn; 
fetit the Wild rdfe, * 
M6re b*aUtedUS gfOWs, 
The willow tree t* idbrli. 

The fun that o'«^ AtttWah fifelA», 
Bids fpicy odours play; 

By the fetti^ pfivf% 

Doth in Aft houri ' 
Raife fweetncfs trArt IW hsty. 

The chorifters from cv'ry groVe; 
In numerous bands appear; 

From {fpthy «> ^rfiiy. 

Tune fOJrA thdt* ky. 
To charm the vitgin'k tit* 

But yet amidft this ptetfing fcene. 
Our nymph doth fuUen prove; 

Such things, fays &e> 

Might pleaiiure mt. 
If I was not in love. To 
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To cheerful ftrains Til not afpire^ 
. Skice faie tfcit led me here, , 
Forbids my fwain^ 
To tread thi3 plain, 
1*11 drop a filent tear. 



H 2 - On 
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On CONTEMPLATIVE EASE. 

JtvEJOICE ye jovial fons of mirth. 

By fparkling wine infpir'd; 
A joy of more intrinfic worth 

I feel, while thus retir'd. 

Excluded from the ranting crew, 

Amongft thefe fragrant trees 
I walk, the twinkling ftars to view. 

In folkary eafe. 

Half wrap*d in clouds, the half-form'd moon 

Beams forth a cheering ray, 
Surpaffing all the pride of noon. 

Or charms of early day. 

The birds are hufli'd, and not a breeze 

Difturbs the pendant leaves; 
My palfion's htiih'd as calm as thefe. 

No figh my bofom heaves. 

While great ones make a fplendid fliow. 

In equipage or drefs, 
I'm happy here, nor wilh below 

For greater happinefs. WricUn 
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Written on Their MAJESTIES 
coming to Kew, 

JTIe comes, he comes, our facred King, 

Now bids the town adieu; 
And all the bells at Richmond ring. 

To welcome him to Kew. 

The air fcrenc, the evening clear. 

The moon fo fair to view; 
Sweet emblem of our gracious Queen, 

That came to day to Kew. 

Now foftly blows the weftern gale. 

To waft the joyful ftrains. 
Along the lowly winding vale. 

And tell the diftant plains. 

In Spring's frefli robes the trees are clad. 

The fields are fair to view; 
And every loyal heart is glad 

The King is come to Kew. 

Ye lovers of inconftancy. 
Now bhifh and take a view; 

H3 A bright 
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A bright example you may fee, 
The reryai pai? qi Kew. 

May God continue ftill to give 
Them pleafures ever new; 

And many fummers may they live 
To reign and vifit Kew. 



CON- 
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AVhILST I beneath this filent fhade. 

Contented fit and ling, 
I envy not the great their joys. 

That from their jriches fpring. 

I^et thofe who have in courts been bred. 

There ftill in fplendor fliine; 
Tbeir lot of blifs may not furpafs. 

Perhaps not equal mitie. 

While no unwelcome vifitants. 

My folitude invade; 
The monarch is not more fecure. 

Than I beneath this Ihade. 

Thefe friendly trees on either fide. 

From heat a ftelter ftand; 
The white rofe on the brier liangs^ 

And feems t* Invite my hand. 

Ah! rofe, no longer to my eyes 

Thy powerful channs dif^y. 
For I*ve a fwfcter flow'r than yau. 

And one (hat looks more gay. 

H4 . ' ;The 
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The WIDOWER^s COIJRTSHIR 

IVOGER a doleful widower. 
Full eighteen weeks had been, 
. When he, to meet the milk-maid Nell, 
Came fmiling o'er the green. 

Blithe as a lad of feventeen^ 

He thus accofted Ndl; 
Give me your pail, PU carry it 

For you, if you think well. 

Says Nell, indeed my milking-pail 

You flijill not touch, I vow; 
I've carried it myfi^f before. 

And I can carry it now. 

So fide by fide they walk'd a-while. 

Then he at laft did fay; 
My inclination is to come 

And fee you, if I may. 

Nell underftood his meaning well. 

And brifkly anfwer'd flie; 
You may fee me at any timc^ 

If you lopk where I be. Says 
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Says he, but hear me yet a-whilc, 

I've fomething more to tell; 
I gladly wou'd a "fweetheart be 

Unto you, Miftrefs Nell. 

A fweetheart I don't want, fays Nell, 

Kind Sir, and if you do. 
Another you may feek, for I 

Am not the lafs for you. 

When (he had made him this reply. 
He'd nothing more to fay 

But — Nelly, a good night to you, 
And homeward went his way. 



OBSERVA- 
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OBSERVATION 

ON TH E 

WORKS of NATURE. 

JN OW night fubmita to the encroacbihg day. 
And groves, and fields, put on their fpring array; 
Now various flowers of various hues difplay'd. 
Adorn the green, or deck the lonely Ihade. 
Thefe fliow the pow'r of the Almighty's hand; 
They fpring, they blow, they fade at his command: 
United Nature does his word fulfil, 
'Tis Man alone rejefts his Maker's will. 



An 
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An el E G Y. 

vJh where. Oh where ar^ all thofe joys. 
That in ten thoufand forms arife, 

T' elude^ the wMd*|ing eye. 
When youth its vigorous charms difplays, 
And beauty flieds its foftening rays 

To move the wiftful figh. 

Ah! youth is but a fummer*s mom. 
When Ihining drc^ps the fields adorn. 

Their twinkling foen is o'er: 
So beauty ^ encrpacbii^ years 
Exhilarates and dif(ip|pe«rs. 

And youth reiuros oo mow. 

What happinefs attends the pair, 
Whofe blifs no low intruding care. 

Or adverfe fates deftroy; 
When youth and beauty difappears, 
JTheir virtues, ripening with their years, 

Increafe their mutual joy. 

But how. Oh! how can I relate 
The heart-felt tale — the haplefs fate? 

Where 
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Where arc you gone^ my tears? 
O come and give my heart relief. 
For Collin's dead, alas! and grief 

Embitters Hebc*s years. 

When health fat blooming on his face. 
And beauty with refplendent grace. 

In every feature fhone; 
Voracious death feiz'd on his prey. 
No warning ficknefs marked his way; 

He died — ^alas, he's gone! 

When rofy health, with flattering fmiles, 
Th* unwary thoughtlefs youth beguiles. 

He counts his coming years; 
Prefumptuous man! by Collin's fate. 
Learn to contra£l the doubtful date, 

And pfty Hebe's tears, 



FRIEND^ 
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FRIENDS HI P. 

An O D E. 

Friendship infpires; 

The facred lay 

My bofom fires; 
Let friendly virgins time their lyres. 
In concert join, angelic choirs. 

Due rites to pay. 

Let envy Ihrink away. 
As darknefs flies approaching day; 
Her ferpent creft in vain Ihe rears. 

And her curft fting prepares^ 
She counterafts herfelf; for fee 
Her blaft, ^ 

Binds faft \ 
The knot of friendfhip ty'd,. 
In virtuous pride. 
And firm fincerity. 

O friendftiip, firft of bleffings here below. 
The beft gift Heaven can beftow! 

Thou 
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Thou fecret balin> 
^ Serene and xxXmy - C '* 

O ftrcam of blifs, in gentleft currents flow! 

Calrn^ humble blifs of friendfliip rife, 
Superior to the fplendid joys. 

That glitter round the world; 
Temptations fo profulely fpread, 
iWith dazzling glares miflead ' 
The feet that heedlets tread. 
And all thofe joys are in fconfufioti hurl*cr. 

But Oh! 'tis friendftiip's rite. 
To give and take delight, . 
Dividing care; 
Fly hence, defpair. 
Nor mote ^Jioy; 
Firm friendlhip's joy 
Shines undiminiih'd in diftrefs, 
■ The wretched and the bleft'to blefs; 
Its fweet and foverdign pow^r let every tongue 
confe£s« 



PHILLIS 
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PHILLIS TO DAMON. 

A 8 O N G. 

JK.Emetnber, falFe Damon^ how often you*vc faid. 
You lov^d me as well as a man could a maid; 
Though you flight me at lafl:, andl cannot tell why. 
Yet, truft me, I nev^r with forrow Ihalldie. 

In my hofom fo tender, your power to prove. 
You plaiited the fair blooming flow 'ret 6( love; 
But for its deftru9:ion a frown you ptepar'd^ 
To blafl: at your pleafure the flowrel you rear'd*' 

Vet b6aft not youV conqueR,tho* JProm me you part. 
Nor think yourfelf wholly pofiefs*d of my heart; 
Your fmiles are not fummer tQ melt the cold fnow. 
And your frowns are not winter, Td have you to 
know. 

Go feek for a maid that has money in ftore. 
And amufe yourfelf often in counting it o'er ; 
Yet, Damon, believe me, your blifs will be fmall, 
If counting your gold and your filver be all. 

He 
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He that fets his heart riches and honour to find. 
Will learn that a kingdom's top fiiiall for his ttiind ; 
He hoards up his'treafures,and thinks himfelf fcant. 

While the ppor that's contented ne'er feels any want. 

-* * • ' '' ' I < • . 

s 

The joys of the wealthy are joys of a day. 
For riches have wings and do oft fly away ; 
And when they are flying we generally find, 
A long train of forrow's impending behind. 

May all pleafures attend you, that treafures can bring. 
May you find of your.joys: a perpetual fpring; 
Yet rU envy her not, that has, money in ftore. 
Nor think my felf wretched, although I am poor. 

Perhaps I the truth of fome fliepherd may prove, 

Whofe treafure's contentment, whofe pleafure i^ 

rove ; 
.it . '. ■ 

Then-ihjvithout wealth ihall be happy as you. 

So Damon, falfe "EKs^on, for ever adieu. 



On 
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On an UNSOCIABLE FAMILY- 

V>r What a ftrange parcel of creatures areVe^ 

Scarce ever to quarrel^ or evetf agree; 

Wc all are alone; thcmgh at home ajtogethei-i 

Except to the fire conftr?dn*d by the ^A^ather j 

Then one fays, 'tis cold, which we all of us know. 

And with unanimity anfwer, 'tis^fo: 

With flirugs and with fhivers all look at the fire. 

And fhuffle ourfclves and our chaira a bit nigher; 

Then quickly, preceded' by filence profound, 

A yawn epidemicd catches around: 

Like focial companions we never fall out. 

Nor ever care what one another's about; 

To comfort each other is never our plan. 

For to pleafeourfelves, truly, is more thaa^^e can. 



REFLECTION on MEDITATION. 

*TO earth it bows the knees, but lifts the foul 

So high above all fublunary things. 

That this low world fhews like a fleeting dream 

Already paft away. 

I On 
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Onrea^rig Pope^S Eloissar t(y Abclard^ 

OUR£» hapUfs Fatr^ nd hearts can dver kiiX)W^ 
But banilh'd lorcrs, IwmHh'd hxvcts' woe J 
Ah! Eloi^a^ cv«r emVd nrnd, 
I read thy fbrro^s, fdrrowing as I itead: 
My fynipathetic beaut now Ibxres thy grief> 
Repeats thy figbsy atfid viiifcca thy reVief i 
But whcxt i hear thee unvelentmg beaft 
Thy tainted mttaye, and thy faoROUr loft, 
All fenfe of pity in nay bofom dies. 
And direful tumults of reproaches rife : 
No paflions foft, or fadljy-pleafing; pain. 
But rage and madnefs* in tfay bofom reigo; 
Ah! muft thy Abdard exaked be. 
Above the Maker of Himfelf and thee! 
And dareft thou thus explode the wedded dame, 
Difclaim her virtues, and difdain her fame: 
Blufh, Eloiza^ at a thought fo vaii), 
Thy face with crimfon let confufion ftain; 
And while thy bofom gtews with guilty fire. 
Let every hope of happineftr expire; 
But if again thou would*ff my pity move. 
Lament at once thy honour and thy lovev 

Written, 
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Wriim^ t^igmdtt^ ixitmpWci oH ftik^ & M/td 
HEI J^ER run throttgh the V Hi Adz -iJKhi 
the AutHfoR times. 

When' fiimmA- fe^lf'ct ^^ btf ds'oh ev% f^riyy 
In joyous waVbliri^^ tun'd t'h^ir vocaf lay^ 
Nature 6ii ^ fi'dis Aew'd^ a lovely tctrit. 
And people's minds were, like the air, ferene; 
Sudden from th' herd we faw an heifer ftray,- 
And to our peaceful village bend her way. 
She fpums the ground with madnefs as Ihe fliesj 
And clouds of duft, like autumn mifts, arife; 
Then bellows loud : the villagers alarm*d^ 
Come-tufhing forth, with various weapons armM : 
Some run with pieces of old broken rakes, 
And fome from hedges pluck the rotten flakes- 
Here one in hafte, with hand-ftafr of his flail. 
And there another comes with half a rail: 
Whips, without laihesj fturdy plough-boys bring, 
While clods of dirt and pebbles oihers fling : 
Voices tumultuous rend the liftening ear; 
Stop her-«'-one cries; another — turn her there: 
But furioufly (he ruflies by them all. 
And fome huzza, and forhe to curfing fall : 

I 2 A mo-,. 
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A mother fnatch'd her infant off the road^ 
Clofe to the fpot of ground where next flie trod; 
Camilla walkings trembled and turn'd pale ; 
See o*er her gentle heart what fears prevail f 
At laft the beaft» unable to withftand 
Such force united^ leapt into a pond: 
The water quickly cool'd her madden'd rage; 
No more fhe*ll fright our village, I prefage* 



A SONG. 
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A SON G. 

JL £ fwains ceafe to flatter^ our hearts to obtain^ 
If your perfons plead not, what your tongues fay 

is vain; 
Though fickle you call us, believe me you're wrong. 
We're fixt as a rock, as a rock too are ftrong. 

Though fometimes, when fuddenly ftruck with 

your charms. 
We melt into foftnefs, and (ink in your arms. 
Or breathe a foft figh, when you from us depart; 
That fhakes not the purpofe that's firm in the heart. 

Too vainly ye boaft we are eafily won; 
If on you, as on all, we fhould fmile like the fun. 
You laugh in your fleeves, when you from us retire. 
And think that we love, when we only admire. 

We are not fo eafily led by the nofe. 

Though with coxcombs we chatter, and flirt with 

the beaux; 

Yet feldom or never our hearts they command. 

Though fometimes through pity we give them our 

hand. 

I 3 A tony. 
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A tony, a coxcomb^ a beau, or a clown. 
Well feafop^d witkinone^^pay fjomedmesso dowPi 
But thefe in our hearts we can never revere; 
The worthy man pnly pan hold a place therCt ^ 



' /^ s ON a 

jpARiroi^ th^ woq4^, al^, I raKQ^ 

Far from the fwain I deafjy ioyye: 
Sufpjfeme i}}.^^f 4i4 r,ulq ^hc d?y, 
:Wbep.6rA TPy kee4|eft feet did ftraj^, 
Fromfiny; ^ear iw^in fq fef ay^y^ 

'Tis nflw 4h^ m^riyftg pf the fpripg, 
And larks AnA. Unne.t$ fweetly fing; 
I mig^t Ijave firng ^3 well ^s ib^y* 
Jf I bft4 wey^r learnt to ftray^ 
From my dear fwain fo far away. 

Oh! that I could return agajst i 

]5»»t bew I TOouw my abjs^ ftaie. 
Like d J«Q§r 4Qy§ tj;i^'$ lji){| ^jr mi^ 
jAnd iighj al^as! l>ut figh too late. 



A SONG. 
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VV HEN Chloe, fn^iling, gave cpnfent, 
,Tb be philander* s bride. 
Name but tlie time, and Pm content, 
Jh' enraptur'cj iheplierd cry'd. 

NextrSimdaf oiort)^ hys Doris ibon^ 

Shall be .dbe happy Jbour; 
And I, with all the flow'rs of June, 

Win deck the nuptial bow'r. 

Bjuf Doris coufljte^afts the plan. 

How fly the artful maid; 
She linil'd, and won the am'rouj m^Jj 

And Chloe was betray M. 

With joy the fwain produced tbf uin^ 

Fojr pbloe once dcfign'd; 
And Dpri^, cbe^5rjFu][, a;s the fpriog, 

Was.;tpJ^bi]iftrtdw jpia'd. 

No nupfia! dowt' on' Sunday morn. 
For Chioi debrd fhall be; '' 

TV9,,f^gbts4 p»a,i4 iwy figh forloro, • 
Bene^^l>. t|iq,y^)^ow tr;ee. 

1 4 - "ABSENiCE. 
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A B S EN C E. 

W Hen Collin's tuneful pipe with foft'ning ftrains^ 
Fill'd with melodious founds the neighboring pl^ns; 
The nightingale refponfive, in the grove 
Sung her fweet lay, and tun'd my heart to love ; 
But abfent now from all that^s to me dear, 
A chanp in MUfic I no longer hear. 

Where are the joys the early feafons bring? 
For herds the grafs, for bees the flowers fpringj 
The black-birds fing on ev'r}' blobming thorn. 
And frefli'ning dailies ev'ry vale adorn: 
In vain the fpring for me adorns the plains. 
While in my heart fo cptd a winter reigns. 

The herds in Summer feek the cooling dreams^ 
Where fliady trees exclude the fultry beams j 
The fhepherds-to fome opening glade repair. 
Where gentle breezes temperate the air; 
But no cool breeze can fan my flame away, 
Nor cooler ftreams tbp latent fire allay. 



Rich Autumn now adds prc^t to delight. 
And ripening apple? ev'ry hain^ Uwit^i 



Pach 
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Each fwain divides his apple with his hit. 
So I with GoUin ontc was wont to fh^n: 
But now no fruits to pleafe my taftc have pow*r. 
Not gathered by his liand^ all fruits are four. 

Winter a-while each growing herb reftrainsj^ . 
And locks air nature in his icy chains^ 
His reign but for a feafon doth endure, ' 
Spring fmiles, and nature feels the powerful cure: 
But ah? my heart's in fatter fetters bound. 
Which ftill grow ftronger as the years 'jjo round. 



To 
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On hif j£^lfy^'^ his inttntiofi tq l^y (ijiit his 
Hautboy. 

W HAT^jf?^95spjifji^offl9fy^tho^ 
Affumes f^ gfa^ul nxwfep yf\x\x\v[)g fiir,. 

That ^fjlpfifs ,ip3y. JefenHy fucteedf 

For out of dulnefs, melancholy fprings; 

Nor here the gloomy phantom ends her care. 

For next to melancholy, comes defpair : 

When fainting virtue makes her flow retreat. 

Vice ready ftands> to fill the vacant feat. 

Oft have I feen the fwains aflembled round. 

With filent awe, till Thirfis led the found: 

Still, as your breath, the cheering pipe infpires, 

ConduQ: the voices of the hymning choirs : 

If thou, their le^er and fupport fliould*ft fail. 

Slack negligence will o'er the reft prevail; 

No more the evenings of the holy-days. 

Shall fend to Heav'n their well-accepted lays; 

But giddy youths to vanities fliall run. 

Nay, well if darker fccnes of vice they fhun. 

On 
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On the AuTHOR^s LYING-IN, 
^ y-o u s T, J786. 

Vy God, the giver of ali joy, 
Whofe gifts no mortal can deftroy^ 

Accept my grateful lays: 
My tongue did almoft afk for death. 
But thou did'ft fpare my laboring breath, 

To fing thy future praife. 

I live! my God be prais'd, I live. 
And do moft thankfully receive, 

The bounty of my life : 
I live, .ftill longer to improve. 
The fondeft hufband's tender love. 

To the moft happy wife. 

I Kve within my arms to clafp. 
My infant with endearing grafp. 

And feel my fondnefs grow; 
O God endow her with thy grace. 
And heav'nly gifts, to hold a place 

Among thy Saints below. 

May 
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May fee in duty, as fee ought, 
^By thy unerring precepts taught. 

To us a blefling prove: 
And thus prepared for greater joys. 
May fee, with thine eleft arife 

To taftc the joys above. 



An 
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An enigma.. 

X Come, a friend to man, I*m ne'er his foe 
But when he indifcrcetly makes me fo. 

My name is Stop tho* — ^what am I aboiit? 

They that would know my name may find it out. 

I*m feen in Summer in the fliady grove. 
Where penfive fpeculating maidens rove ; 
And when the verdure of the foreft flies 
Before th* Autumnal winds, that bluft'ring rife 
To waft the yellow fragments o'er the plain. 
Firm and unfhaken ftill my leaves remain; 
But in the Winter I fome covert crave. 
Nor dare the rigour of that feafon brave: 
Yet if too near the fire I take my (land. 
My rind contraSs, and leaves too much expand;. 
Doftors extraft my effence and apply't 
To ftop diforders, and to give delight; 
And fome that would my properties define. 
Declare I am effentially divine : 
Nay fome, by arrant fuperftition taught. 
Say I imipediately from Heav'n was brought ; 
But that I am in Heav'n, let none deny, 
The Scripture fays it, can the Scripture lye ? 

•CRI, 
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CRITICAL FKAGMEif^TS, 

ENGLISH POET S. 

IVllLTON, in ponderous verfe, moves greatly on, 
Weilding his mafly theme; withwond'rousftrength 
He labours forward. 

Shakes^' EAR gently glides. 
And, like a polilh'd mirror, as lie piaffes 
Refle£ts all nature* 

YovNG, in thought profound; 
Mufes, coritemptetes, fees, attd feels the v^oes 
That clog th^ foul ; yfet with afpiring wing 
Behold him 'rife majeftic^lly flow. 
And like an eagle foar, and foar aloft: 

Bpt Swift delights as much to roul 
I*th' dirt, and then to throw't about. 

Pope fings a foft and fweet harmonious lay. 
So mellow flutes in pleafant concert play. 

Matt. 
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iLetp^ asttbUng o^, T^6r out of t<mtk^: 

But trotting Butler beats him hollow. 
He leads a way that none can follow; 
He dafties on through thick and thin. 
Nor for the criticks cares a pin; 
From cenfure he's received acquittal. 
And grammar, metre, rhyme fubmit all. 



N I S. 



ERRATA. 

Page 4, line 13, for Shimlah^ read Shimeah.'^Tage 4, line 18, 
for itSf read his, — Page 12, line 1, for Amnon's^ read Ammon^s» 
— Page 19, line 15, for To my inexperienced^ read My inex- 
perienced.-^^^ge 20, line 7, add a Note of Interrogation after 
young man^'^f^S^ 27, line 14, for Jkally rcdidftalt. 
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